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Rolf Peters' new book, An Early History
of Chiropractic: The Palmers and Australia,
is a masterpiece of chiropractic history.
Anyone interested in the history of chiropractic should have this book in their personal library. Dr. Peters and his late wife,
Dr. Mary Ann Chance, were co-editors of
the Chiropractic Journal of Australia and
co-founders of The Association for Chiropractic History - Australia. Rolf published
many peer-reviewed articles in various
journals including Chiropractic History.
This book brings his decades of research
together in one place. Dr. Peters writes in
an easy to read and thorough manner.
It is a must read!
Rolf spent ten years reviewing material
in the Palmer archives as part of his graduate studies at RMIT. I do not know of any
other author who has spent the sheer number of hours in the Palmer archives as Rolf.
The book is a reproduction of his Masters
thesis. It discloses hundreds of facts about
the early history of chiropractic not found
anywhere else.
In a quest to understand who the first
chiropractors in Australia were, Rolf dis-
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covered that a rnajonty of them were
Palmer graduates. For this reason, the book
is divided into two parts. The first part of
the book is a detailed look at who these
pioneers were. The second part explores
the early years of the Palmer school with
an emphasis on the historical context for
their studies, what they learned and how
they learned it.
A brief review like this can hardly capture the depth of this 527 page book. The
details about the lives of the pioneers in
Australia and New Zealand is incredible.
For example, there is the story about Mack
and Dorothy Searby, who traveled from
Australia and then across the United States
on foot pushing a cart with their belongings
and their children, just to study at the
Palmer School. Then there is the story of
Barbara Brake, the first Australian chiropractor. She graduated from the Palmer
School in 1905 after seeking help for her
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daughter, Martha, while visiting the United
States in 1904. Her two older children, Jim
and Bella, then studied osteopathy in
Kirksville, where they were taught that chiropractic was "cronk." This was probably
the first family feud sparked by early dispute between chiropractic and osteopathy.
American readers should not dismiss this
first section of the book as it is interesting
to learn how chiropractic spread to Australia and New Zealand. This section is set up
in short and easy to review topics.
The bulk of the book covers the early
years of the Palmers in Davenport. Both
the new and experienced reader of chiropractic history will be thrilled with Rolfs
work. Over the last 25 years, this author
has read almost everything about early
chiropractic history. And yet, An Early
History of Chiropractic contains page after

page of things I had never learned before.
For example, a young BJ Palmer's brief
time in West Virginia is documented for
the very first time. Not only does Dr. Peters
present the details, he also has images of
BJ's license to practice in the various West
Virginia communities. Rolf does a fantastic
job of covering new material that has not
been previously presented to the profession. He does not rehash old material that
has been covered in sufficient detail in
other books. Instead he provides more
accuracy to some well-known stories.
I cannot recommend the book highly
enough.
Joseph Foley, DC, FICA, FICPA
Private Practice, 708 Colorado Street
Salem, VA 25153
BonesDC@ao1.com

THIRTY-SIXTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE
OF
THE ASSOCIATION FOR THE HISTORY OF CIDROPRACTIC

4 JUNE 2016
NORTHWESTERN COLLEGE OF CHIROPRACTIC
BLOONITNGTON,NITNNrnSOTA

