
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR ... 

18 September 2011 

To the Editor: 

In tbe last ARC Journal, Volume 31/ 
Number 1, my article about D.D. Palmer 
and phrenology appeared. Since that issue 
was dish·ibuted, additional information has 
been uncovered that makes significant 
changes to the premise presented in that 
article. I hope the ARC readers will under
stand that conclusions are drawn from the 
best information available at the time. As 
new material is revealed, new conclusions 
are made. This is a dynamic process and 
ultimately we are seeking to present the 
most accurate information as it evolves. 

Soon after my article appeared in the 
last issue, a recent AHC Journal contribu
tor, Gary Bovine, D.C., contacted me with 
another source of the Professor Palmer 
Phrenology image that appeared in my arti
cle. I suspected my photo was not the only 
one and that there were more of these im
ages out there. The image Dr. Bovine 
found appeared in a 1998 book written by 
Stanley Bums, M.D. about early medical 
images. The picture in the Burns' book is 
identical to the photo I presented in my ar
ticle. The text description provided no ad
ditional information as it described early 
medical shows. The image was cited as a 
rare example of an inside medical show 
circa 1860. Nothing of Palmer, phrenology 
or chiropractic was mentioned about this 
image in this 1998 book. 

Within a week of alerting me to that 
find, I was again contacted by Dr. Bovine. 
This time what he found did ind~ed change 
the game. Dr. Bovine found newspaper 
articles and a book reference to an Isaac 
Palmer, a phrenologist from England. 
Isaac Palmer came to America about 1849 
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with a plan to have a phrenology tour of 
America. Isaac Palmer presented himself 
as Professor Palmer. He appeared in nu
merous cities across America, setting up a 
"cabinet show" in small venues. Isaac 
Palmer ultimately liked it here so much that 
he decided to stay in the states, settling in 
Jouett, IL for a period. 

27 May 1850 article from the New York Daily Trib
une announcing Dr. Isaac Palmer's phrenology lec
ture. 

The Abraham Lincoln Presidential Li
brary is the only known location of a book 
written by Professor Palmer. Know Thyself 
- Catalogue of Professor Palmer's Phre
nological Cabinet was printed in a 1856 
book for Isaac Palmer. This book is a guild 
book for his traveling phrenology show. It 
is only 26 pages long and lists the various 
charts, lithographs, skulls, bones, etc. that 
can be seen in his display. Some of the 
lithographs were of people from history 
such as William Shakespeare, George 
Washington, Emperor Nero. The photo
graphic detail of my image is too poor to 
pick out specific items mentioned. The 
image in the Bums' book is larger and 
somewhat wider. It shows that there were 
many more charts and lithographs of vari
ous heads off on the sides of the stage. 
Again the image quality is too poor to fmd 
specific items that are mentioned in the 
guild book. However, the overall subjects 
in the stage setup clearly match the basic 
items listed in this book. Professor Palmer 
was a traveling showman offering a combi-
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nation of oddities, phrenology concepts and 
personal phrenology readings for those en
ticed by the performance. It is possible that 
Professor Palmer had a gift shop set up to 
sell merchandise to those that attended his 
show. A stereoview image of his setup 
could certainly be a memento to be pur
chased. 

The finding of a Professor Palmer that 
toured the USA c. 1850 with a traveling 
phrenology show seems to be a better fit as 
the subject of this photo than it being D.D. 
Palmer. I did state in my original article 
that, while unlikely, it is possible that an
other man named Palmer taught phrenol
ogy in this time period. It turns out that 
indeed was the case. Unfortunately, Pro
fessor Palmer' s book did not have an image 
of the Professor to compare his likeness to 
these images. I now believe that the man 
in the phrenology stage photo is Professor 
Isaac Palmer. 

Professor Palmer 's Office. This stereoview photo
graph was discovered by the author in Des Moines, 
Iowa. 

Now what about the numerous state
ments by B.J. Palmer about a photo of his 

father, D.D. Palmer on stage with a p:=-e
nology set up? B.J. mentions this ~ 2 

Green Book chapter, a Lyceum lecmre '=.Ile 
an interview with attorney Cyrus l e~er. : 
am speculating that at some point B.:. - 3S 

presented with the image in ques:-ion ::::..:: 
he falsely concluded that it \\·as his :a±e.r 
teaching phrenology. Looking at the im
age, it is easy to see why. Even though me 
image quality is not sufficient to m_~e 3 

positive identification of the subjec:. ::;-_~::> 
is certainly a resemblance to D.D. Pa~
Since we do not have the image - },.2: 3J 
was referring to in the Palmer arch;-.-es. - e 
cannot say conclusively that it is ± e ~e 
picture. Assuming it is, I am retie, ed :;-,.a~ I 
was not the only one that had false:: . .:un
cluded this image was D.D. Palmer. E' e
his own son made the same mis-..a..'.;:e :;.s I 
did. In addition, whoever \Uote ".)_0_ 
Palmer, Davenport on the re\'erse of w~ 
stereoview, likely also made a fa lse con.:._
sion about the man in the picture. As : :-e
viewed my notes from my original arric:e. : 
find no credible material relating D.J 
Palmer to phrenology that does not use BJ. 
Palmer's comments about his father in 2 

photo from Letts as its basis. 
I am very happy to say that my iru:-i~ 

premise was not accurate. Additional i.:::
formation has been found and there is r:o 
evidence that D.D. Palmer practiced phre
nology, just as he stated in his 1910 book. 

I thank you for the opportunity to up
date my original article. 

Joe Foley, DC 

Notes 

1Stanley B. Burns, MD, A Morning 's Work 
- Medical Photographs from the Burns Ar
chive & Collection 1843-1939 (Santa Fe. 
NM: Twin Palms Publishers 1998), 10. 
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2http ://will. ilgenweb. org/bios/pal meris. txt, 
File contributed for use by Dori Leekly and 
Margie Glenn, author: History of Will 
County, Illinois; Chicago: Wm LeBaron Jr 
& Co, 186 Dearborn Street, 1878. 

3Isaac S. Palmer, Know Thyself - Cata
logue of Professor Palmer's Phrenological 
Cabinet (Chicago, IL: J.M Stewart Printer 
1856). 

Editor's Reply: 

Thank you for your letier. Although I 
very much appreciate your desire for accu
racy, I have a little different perspective on 
what you have submitted. 

There is a difference between evidence 
and proof. What you have provided in 
your letter is evidence that seems to contra
dict the premise of your original a1ticle. I 
appreciate that you have identified your 
most recent submission as speculation as to 
what may have occurred in regards to Isaac 
Palmer and D.D. Palmer's identities being 
confused by yourself and B.J. Palmer. 
However, you do not have proof of these 
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speculations in the form of photographic 
evidence of the physical appearance of 
Isaac Palmer. 

I found your original argument quite 
compelling regarding the physical stature 
and facial features of the gentleman in your 
stereoview of Professor Palmer's office and 
the facial features and physical stature of 
D.D. Palmer. 

Additionally, as I studied your stereo
view, I was struck by the possible resem
blance of the seated man to B.J. Palmer. Is 
it possible that B.J. Palmer appeared in the 
picture assisting his father in the presenta
tion? 

This is, of course, my own speculation. 
In my opinion, I am afraid what we have 

here is further contradictory evidence that 
neither conclusively confirms nor denies 
your original premise. 

I respectfully reserve the right to be less 
harsh about the observations of your origi
nal article than you have chosen to be. 

Thanks again for an interesting look into 
the early years of our profession. 

Steve Troyanovich, D.C. 
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