A ‘TITANIC’ Year: The Year that was 1912
ROLF E. PETERS

ABSTRACT: As in past years this paper documents some of the happenings of a century ago. Perhaps the
most memorable event would be the sinking of the Titanic, reinforced to the public by the recent motion picture.
Other events included the military influx on aviation, loss of lives in earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, mining
and maritime disasters, events in the political sphere, sports, education, medicine, and of course in the field
of chiropractic.
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PROLOGUE
Who in Australia has not been aware of the floods that
devastated Queensland last year, which this year were so
much worse as not only Queensland but also large parts
of New South Wales and Victoria were under water. Who
has not seen the visuals on television of the Italian cruiseship, the Costa Concordia which ran aground off Isola del
Giglio, Tuscany, on 14 January 2012, with casualties of at
least 17 amongst the 4,252 people on board, and who has
not been aware of the popular uprisings in the Arab world,
especially in Syria. Who has not seen the television coverage
of 'Superstorm Sandy' which devastated the Eastern Seaboard
of the United States and put "the City that never Sleeps" into
a temporary coma.
However this paper is not about today, but about 1912.

THE WORLD IN 1912
DISASTERS
Earth Quakes
An earthquake in the Marmara Sea region of Anatolia,
Turkey, on 9 August 1912 left an estimated 1,950 dead.1
Fires
A fast blazing fire destroyed New York’s first Skyscraper,
the $18,000,000 Equitable Life Assurance Society’s blocksquare building at 120 Broadway in the City’s Financial Zone
with a loss of six lives. Fire Chief Kenlon declared after a late
inspection, that the huge vaults of the Equitable and those of
the Mercantile Safe Deposit Company were intact and that
their contents, estimated at fully $1,500,000,000 in stocks,
bonds, negotiable securities and cash, jewels and valuable
articles, were secure from any damage.2
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A fire that started in Istanbul on 4 June 1912 destroyed
1,120 buildings.1
Floods
In April and May 1912 the Mississippi reached a height
never before equalled, and the great river went tearing
through levee after levee on its course to the sea. The river
reached a maximum width of 60 miles, killed 1,000 people,
rendered 30,000 homeless, and caused damage to the amount
of $50,000,000.3
Tornado
A tornado struck the core of Regina, Canada, on 30
June 1912, killing 28 persons and causing $6 million in
damages.4
Volcanic Eruptions
The 1912 eruption of Alaska’s 6,715-foot Novarupta
volcano on Katmai on 6 June lasted for 60 hours, and blasted
30 times more magma than the 1980 eruption of Mount St.
Helens. It caused Kodiak to be overwhelmed with 2 feet of
falling ash, and blinded the communities for several days. No
lives were reported lost on the Kodiak archipelago during the
eruption and ash fall. Mount Novarupta is located across the
Shelikoff Strait in Katmai National Park, about 90 miles from
the village of Afognak. In fact, during the 1912 eruption of
Novarupta, villagers on the mainland were forced to evacuate
from their homes, the Coast Guard cutter Manning transferred
115 villagers from Katmai to Afognak.5
A volcanic eruption of Kelut in Indonesia killed 5,115
people in 1912.6
Mining Disasters
On 19 June 1912 thirteen men were entombed and
believed to be dead behind hundreds of tons of rock 4,500
feet from the mouth of the tunnel in the Hastings coal mine
in Huerfano County, Colorado. The mine was owned by the
Victor-American Fuel company.7
A fire broke out on 12 October 1912 at the Mount Lyell
Mining and Railway Company operations at the West Coast
of Tasmania. The fire broke out on a Saturday morning,
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Front page, Davenport Daily Times, 14 April 1912, courtesy Richardson-Sloane Special Collection, Davenport Public Library

between 11:15 and 11:30 a.m., when the pump house at the
700 foot level of the mine was reported as being on fire.
Only 73 men initially made their way to safety, others were
saved later, however 42 were never seen alive again.8 (Events
planned to celebrate the centenary can be found at http://www.
queenstownheritageartsfestival.org/qhaf/?c=4.)
On 23 February a coal mine explosion took place at the
Lehigh, Oklahoma coal mine of the Wichita Coal and Mining
Company where up to 40 miners lost their lives when fire
broke out in mine No. 5, entombing the men. The filling up
of the shafts with smoke and the failure of the machinery to
work prevented their rescue.9
On 21 March 81 miners were killed due to a coaldust or
gas explosion in mine 2 of the Sans Bois Coal Company
at McCurtain, Oklahoma, seven miles west of Fort Smith,
Arkansas.10
Maritime Disasters
The list of shipwrecks in 1912 includes some ships sunk,
foundered, grounded, or otherwise lost during the year and
records 214 ships lost. Only wrecks with most loss of life
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will be listed below.11
On the fifth of March 1912 the Spanish steamship Principe
de Asturias struck a rock off Sebastien Point and some 500
passengers and crew drowned.1
On 14 April R.M.S. Titanic of the White Star Line scraped
an iceberg in the North Atlantic on her maiden voyage, her
hull was punctured, and she sank in 2 ½ hours during the
night. Built at a cost of $10 million, the three-screw passenger
liner displaced 46,329 tons and was 883 feet in length overall.
The Titanic was outfitted with a Turkish bath, a squash court,
and the first heated swimming pool aboard any vessel. She
was called “unsinkable” when she left port, but when her
wreck was discovered in 1985 it was found that the rivets in
her steel hull contained too much sulphur and were brittle. She
had a capacity of 1,343 passengers, 885 crew, but only 711 of
the 2,224 aboard survived. There was never a lifeboat drill.
The Titanic’s lifeboats had enough places for only about half
the people aboard (French law required that very ship carry
enough boats for all on board with food and water stored in
each boat), many were launched when less than half full (the
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first six boats carried only 192 people when they should have
carried 390). The total number of empty lifeboat seats was at
least 500, but the total loss of life was 1513 passengers and
crew, one of the worst maritime disasters of all time.1
The Kiche Maru was a Japanese steamship that sank during
a typhoon on 22 September 1912. Although more than 1,000
people died, the disaster was overshadowed by the earlier
loss of the RMS Titanic, and by the fact that it was part of
the casualties of a tropical storm in Southern Japan. Although
the sinking of a ship was reported, it was in conjunction with
a violent storm that sank hundreds of vessels. The destroyers
Fubuki and Tachibana were sunk in Ise Bay, and the cities
of Osaka and Nagoya sustained heavy damage. The Kiche
Maru, a passenger ship, foundered off the island of Honshū,
and there were no survivors.

Although the sinking of the Japanese passenger ship was
reported in the Western press as part of the news of the 1912
typhoon, and the information has been repeated in Englishlanguage lists of historic disasters, no contemporaneous
Japanese accounts have been found to describe either the
shipwreck, or the ship itself.12
The SS Koombana was a late Edwardian-era passenger,
cargo and mail carrying steamship. From March 1909 to
March 1912, she operated coastal liner services between
Fremantle, Western Australia, and various ports in the
northwest of that State. She is best known for disappearing
at an unknown location north of Port Hedland, Western
Australia, during a tropical cyclone on 20 March 1912 with
the loss of approximately 76 passengers and 74 crew. Other
than a small quantity of wreckage, no trace was ever found
of the ship, which was presumed sunk along with several
other vessels during the same storm. At least a further 15
people died in other ships and near the cyclone. As accurate
passenger lists were not kept at the time, the exact number of
deaths is not known; however, all on board are presumed to
have perished. The loss was almost certainly Australia’s worst
weather-related maritime disaster in the twentieth century.
Centenary festivities in March 2012 had to be cancelled due
to another Cylone.12
AUSTRALIA

The shield is the focal point of the coat of arms, contained
within is the badge of each Australian state. In the top half,
from left to right, the states represented are: New South Wales,
Victoria and Queensland. In the bottom half, from left to right:
South Australia, Western Australia, and Tasmania. Above the
shield is the seven-pointed ‘Commonwealth Star’ or ‘Star of
Federation’ above a blue and gold wreath, forming the crest.
Six of the points on the star represent the original six states,
while the seventh point represents the combined territories
and any future states of Australia. In its entirety the shield
represents the federation of Australia.
The Red Kangaroo and Emu that support the shield are
the unofficial animal emblems of the nation. They owe this
recognition to the fact that they are native Australian fauna,
and likely chosen because they are the most well-known
native Australian animals large enough to be positioned
together in scale holding up the shield. It is often claimed
these animals were chosen because neither animal can move
backward, only forward - i.e. progress. In reality both animals
can move backwards, but infrequently do. In the background
is wreath of Golden Wattle, the official national floral emblem.
At the bottom of the coat of arms is a scroll that contains
the name of the nation. Neither the wreath of wattle nor the
scroll are technically part of the official design described on
the Royal Warrant that grants the armorial design.13
AVIATION
While in 1911 the US Navy was very interested in testing
the capabilities of being able to utilise aircraft, other nations
also woke to establish military airforces. The Spanish
Airforce was created as Aeronautica Militar Española in
March 1911, while in April the first flying unit of the British
military, the Air Battalion Royal Engineers was formed.14
The dropping of several small bombs on Turkish troops by
a pilot of the Italian Air Flotilla14 was a point quickly picked
up as the idea of a new development in warfare. Thus, in rapid
succession, military air forces were created in 1912:
• The French Navy officially established an air arm, the
Service Aéronautique.15
• The first Bulgarian Air Force was formed with 23 planes
to fight in the First Balkan War.15
• The Danish Navy Flying School16 and the Danish Air Force
was established as an Army Air Corps15
• The Turkish Army Aviation Section.16

• The Portuguese air arm, the Campo do Seixcal.16
• The Japanese Naval Air Service.16

• The Argentinian Military Aviation Service.16
• The Australian Army Aviation Service.16
The coat of arms of Australia (formally known as
Commonwealth Coat of Arms) is the official symbol of
Australia. The initial coat of arms was granted by King
Edward VII on 7 May 1908, and the current version was
granted by King George V on 19 September 1912.
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• The German Military Aviation Service.16

On 10 January 1912 Glenn Curtis flew the first proper
flying boat, a converted Curtis A216 and Dutch aircraft
designer, A.H.G. Fokker, a pioneer in early aviation and
military aircraft, introduced the Fokker aeroplane and opened
a factory at Johannesthal, Germany.1
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The conversion of the ex-torpedo boat tender Foudre into
the French Navy’s first ship capable of carrying and handling
airplanes was completed in March 1912. In her new role,
Foudre was the first ship with an airplane hangar. She was
also the first warship to be permanently altered for service
as an aviation ship.15

On 9 May 1912 William Hart was fined £25 in Sydney
for causing a herd of cattle to stampede by flying over them
and on 2 June a machine gun was fired from an airplane for
the very first time.16
COMMERCE
A minimum wage law for women and children enacted by
the Massachusetts legislature was the first state law of its kind.
Liberty Mutual Insurance Company was founded at Boston to
write workers’ compensation policies in Massachusetts.1

Kalamazoo, Mich., corset makers went on strike against a
company they charged with immoral behaviour. One striker
said, “The girls are compelled to pay for their own thread, and
this is quite an item. It was a common practice for foremen to
forget to charge them for the thread for several days and then
to suggest a way in which these girls may repay them for this
kindness.” Police arrested the striking women.1

Lawrence, Mass., woollen mills had a bitter strike beginning
in January as women joined with men in smashing machines.
Anarchists Emma Goldman and Alexander Berkman had
helped organised the strike by women employees, who
worked the same hours as men but for less pay and did
housework in addition. The strikers carried banners with the
slogan “We want bread and roses too.” 1
The U.S. Congress extended the 8-hour day to all federal
employees while in private industries most workers laboured
10 to 12 hours per day for 6 days a week.1

The Japanese newspaper Manchoho Shimbun published
a letter on 8 June 1912 addressed to the president of a large
textile company complaining about having to work 12-hour
days. Japan’s economy was dependent on textile exports and
textile factories depended on cheap labour.1
COMMUNICATION
The wireless message “SS Titanic RAN INTO ICEBERG.
SINKING FAST” was picked up accidentally by Russianborn wireless operator David Sarnoff who later said that
he was manning a station set up by John Wanamaker in his
New York store window, supposedly to keeping touch with
the Philadelphia Wanamaker’s but actually as a publicity
stunt. Sarnoff relayed the message to another steamer whose
radio operator reported that the liner had sunk but that some
survivors had been picked up.1
Pravda began publication on 5 May 1912 to voice the ideas
of Russia’s underground Communist Party with Vyacheslav
Molotov as editor. V.L. Lenin used the Russian word for
truth , and while Pravda would publish only one version of
the truth, the newspaper’s circulation grew to become the
world’s largest.1

The SOS in Morse code—three dots, three dashes, three
dots—gained acceptance as a universal distress signal,
replacing the previous CDQ signal.1
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A new U.S. postal regulation required that all advertising
in the media had to be labelled “advt.” 1
The Radio Act of 1912—a United States federal law—
mandated that all radio stations in the U.S. had to be licensed
by the federal government and also mandating that all seagoing
vessels continuously monitor distress frequencies.17
EDUCATION
The huge task of bringing secondary education to all
Queensland children was finally tackled in 1912. The State
undertook to establish a free high school in places with a
likely attendance of 25 qualified students, provided that there
was no other provision for State-aided secondary education
(such as grammar schools) in these places. High schools
were opened in six centres – Charters Towers, Gympie, Mt
Morgan, Warwick, Bundaberg and Mackay, while secondary
departments were attached to the primary schools at Heberton,
Gatton and Childers.18 A century later a university-based
chiropractic education program opened in Mackay at the
Central Queensland University.
Educational institutions established in 1912, or older
institutions which were re-founded in 1912 in Australia
included: Bairnsdale Secondary College; Benalla College; De
La Salle College, Malvern; North Sydney Boys High School;
Northern Melbourne Institute of TAFE; Orange High School
and Wagga Wagga High School.19
The Montessori Method by educator Maria Montessori
described her success at teaching slum children between the
ages of 3 and 6 to read. In 1912 she started a movement of
Montessori schools for teachers and the first U.S. Montessori
school opened at Tarrytown, N.Y.1
Rice University was founded under the name of Rice
Institute with a bequest from the late Texas merchant William
Marsh Rice.1
ENVIRONMENT
Japanese cherry trees given to the United States as a
goodwill gesture were destroyed when found to be infected
with insects and the disease chestnut blight. Yukio Ozaki, a
member of the Diet since its formation in 1890 had donated
2000 of these trees three years earlier in gratitude for the
U.S. mediation in the Russo-Japanese War. Vicecountess
Chinda, wife of the Japanese ambassador, joined with First
Lady Helen Taft on 27 March in planting two of the 3,020
Yoshino cherry trees on the northern bank of the Potomac
River Tidal Basin, where the trees blossom each spring to
make the Tidal Basin a perennial Tourist attraction.1
EXPLORATION
British explorer Robert Falcon Scott and his men reached
the South Pole on 17 January 1912 and found Roald
Amundsen’s flag there. Scott had planned his expedition less
carefully than Amundsen, relying on Siberian ponies, rather
than dogs, and the ponies had to be shot to provide food, with
each man pushing a sledge whose load averaged 190 pounds.
The daily ration of 4,800 calories was inadequate and the
entire party starved to death.1
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Munich-born German explorer Wilhelm Filchner
penetrated the Antarctic ice pack of the Weddell Sea at 77º50’
South early in the year aboard his ship Deutschland. He
charted what he called the Luitpold Coast between 29 and
37º West (naming it for Bavaria’s prince regent). His ship
became trapped in the pack ice in March, and drifted with it
until 26 November, when it became free.1
FOOD
New York’s state legislature banned the sale of oysters
in state restaurants and fish houses from 15 May through
31 August as a conservation measure. The idea that it is
safe to eat to eat oysters only in “R” months was based
solely on the lack of refrigeration to keep shellfish from
spoiling in warm weather. Oysters from New York waters
continued to be shipped to buyers in states where the myth
was disregarded.1
Tokyo University agricultural chemist Umetaro Susuki
extracted an antiberiberi compound from rice hulls.1
Casimir Funk’s publication, die Vitamine, suggested that
beriberi, rickets, pellagra and sprue may all be caused by
“vitamine” deficiencies.1
University Of Wisconsin biochemist E.V.McCollum and
his colleague Marguerite Davis discovered in butter and egg
yolks the fat-soluble nutrient that was later called vitamin
A.1

On the 13th of July 1912 the first water was “Turned on”
at Yanco, N.S.W. It was the beginning of the Murrumbidgee
Irrigation Area, one of Australia’s major food production
areas.20.
HUMAN RIGHTS
The African National Congress had its beginning in
the South African Native National Congress founded on 8
January at Bloemfontein, where Xhosa, Zulu and other tribal
chiefs had gathered with heads of religious groups to protect
the rights of native peoples from encroachment by whites.1
Italians gained almost universal male suffrage under
legislation adopted 29 June. The measure also provided
that salaries be paid to members of Parliament. Italy’s lower
house of Parliament voted 209 to 48 against giving women
the right to vote.1
MEDICAL SCIENCE (?)
The Sherley Amendment to the U.S. Pure Food and Drug
Law of 1906 prohibited farfetched declaration of therapeutic
or curative effects. Chairman of the House Committee on
Appropriations Swager Sherley sponsored the amendment,
enacted 23 August 1912. It required that the patent medicine
Cuforhedake Brane-Fue be labelled 30% alcohol, brought
therapeutic claims within the jurisdiction of the 1906 law,
but required that the Bureau of Food and Drugs prove claims
to be false and fraudulent before they can be judged illegal.
Promoters pushed cocaine as a cure for hay fever, sinusitis,
and alcohol and opium abuse. Patent medicines containing
opium and its derivatives remained freely available, as did
hypodermic needles, and many physicians continued to
prescribe heroin as a treatment for morphine addiction even
though heroin addiction was more deadly.1
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On Christmas Eve, 24 December 1912, Merck filed
patent applications in Germany for the synthesis of the drug
MDMA, developed by Anton Köllisch.13 This drug was
introduced in Europe as a potential appetite suppressant
which had euphoria-producing psychedelic effects. Today
it has come into widespread, though illegal use under the
name of Exstasy.1

On a more positive note: the publication of The Pituitary
Body and Its Disorders by Boston surgeon Harvey Cushing
advanced knowledge of the pituitary gland and its relation
to diabetes.1

The first diagnosis of a heart attack in a living patient
appeared in the 7 December 1912 issue of the Journal of the
American Medical Association. Chicago physician James
B. Herrick pointed out that what may seem to be acute
indigestion, food poisoning, angina pectoris, or something
else may in fact be due to a blood clot in the coronary artery,
which is what generally destroys a segment of the heart
muscle to produce a myocardial infarction, considered until
then merely a curiosity seen on autopsy as an inevitable
consequence of aging. Herrick’s patient (a 55-year-old
banker) had survived only 52 hours, but Herrick showed
that heart attacks need not be fatal. He further showed
that clots generally occur in coronary arteries damaged by
arteriosclerosis or atherosclerosis, but heart disease remained
a relatively minor cause of death among Americans as
compared with tuberculosis and pneumonia.1 Today heart
disease kills almost 600,000 people a year in the USA (http://
www.cdc.gov/nchs/fastats/lcod.htm) while deaths from
pneumonia are only about 53,000, and tuberculosis is largely
eradicated. (http://www.cdc.gov/tb/)
The Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine 1912 was
awarded to Alexis Carrel “in recognition of his work on
vascular suture and the transplantation of blood vessels and
organs.” 21
POLITICAL EVENTS
Argentina’s oligarchical legislature established universal
and compulsory male suffrage beginning at the age of 18
with a secret ballot under legislation passed at the insistence
of Radical Party leader Hipólito Irigoyen, who had gained
support from President Rogue Sáenz Peña.1

Vissariovich Dzhugashvili took the alias “Stalin” from the
Russian word “stal” (steel). Between 1902 and 1912 Stalin
had been arrested many times, but escaped repeatedly to
continue working as a Bolshevik organiser. To obtain funds
for the Bolsheviks, he staged a number of robberies. Lenin
rewarded Stalin by naming him to the Bolshevik Central
Committee. From there, Stalin rapidly gained influence and
power among the Bolsheviks.22
China became a republic on 1 January 1912. Sun Yatsen became provisional president. The boy emperor Pu Yi
abdicated on 12 February but was given a pension and a
summer palace near Beijing and was permitted to live in the
Forbidden City.1

New Mexico became the 47th state on 6 January and
Arizona entered on 14 February as the 48th state of the United
States.1
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Japan’s Meiji emperor Mutsuhito died 30 July at the age
of 60 years after a 45-year reign that had restored imperial
power. He was succeeded by his 33-year old son Yoshihito,
who would reign as the Taisho emperor until 1926, a period
that saw Japan emerge as a world power.1
RELIGION
Mayo Clinic researchers examined the association between
religious involvement and spirituality, and physical health,
mental health, health-related quality of life, and other
health outcomes. The authors reported that: “Most studies
have shown that religious involvement and spirituality are
associated with better health outcomes, including greater
longevity, coping skills, and health-related quality of life
(even during terminal illness) and less anxiety, depression
and suicide.” 23
The Islamic reform movement Muhammadiyah was
founded in the Dutch East Indies in May with the intention of
returning to the precepts of the Koran and giving up the four
different schools of interpreting Islamic law on the premise
that they were unsuited to modern society. Jogjakarta-born
Javanese merchant Kijai Hadji Ahmad Dachlan had made a
pilgrimage to Mecca a decade earlier and had become active
in efforts to reform not only Islamic rituals but basic laws.
Modelling itself on those of Christian missionary societies,
his program emphasised education and social work.1
In 1912, Abdu’l-Baha, the son of the founder of the Baha’i
Faith and the leader of the Baha’i Faith at that time, travelled
across America with an inspiring message of America’s
spiritual destiny: to lead the way toward world peace, advance
women’s rights, abolish racism, and moderate extremes of
wealth and poverty. Adorned with flowing robes and a full
white beard, this “Prophet of Peace” travelled to fifty U.S. and
Canadian cities, gave 140 public presentations and addressed
93,000 people, from leaders of government and industry to
servants and the homeless.
In his addresses, Abdu’l-Baha warned of impending
war, decried outmoded prejudices and hatreds, and outlined
America’s potential to lead the way toward a just and peaceful
world. To achieve this destiny, He called for America to
advance spiritually as well as materially and to abolish racial
prejudices, empower women as equals, recognise the unity of
religion and the harmony of science and religion, and limit
the extremes of poverty and wealth. His Prayer for America
expressed a galvanising vision of our spiritual destiny.24 On
1 May 1912 Abdu’l-Baha laid the cornerstone for the Baha’i
House of Worship in Wilmette, Illinois.13
SCIENCE
German physicist Max von Laue and two of his students
at the University of Zürich conducted experiments that
verified the theory that if an X-ray beam is passed through
a crystal, the resulting diffraction would form a pattern on a
photographic plate at a right angle to the direction of the ray,
and this pattern would mark out the symmetrical arrangements
of the atom of the crystal. This discovery enabled scientists to
study the structure of crystals and marked the beginning of
solid state physics, which proved essential to the development
of modern electronics.1
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SPORT
The 1912 Summer Olympics, officially known as the
Games of the V Olympiad, were an international multi-sport
event held in Stockholm, Sweden, between 5 May and 27 July
1912. Twenty-eight nations and 2,408 competitors, including
48 women, competed in 102 events in 14 sports. It was the
last to issue solid gold medals.

The games were the first to have art competitions, and the
first to feature women’s diving, women’s swimming and the
decathlon and pentathlon. Electric timing was introduced
in athletics, while the host country disallowed boxing. A
winter sports week featuring figure skating was rejected
by organizers because they wanted to promote the Nordic
Games. The United States won the most gold medals (25),
while Sweden won the most medals (65) overall.
American Jim Thorpe won the pentathlon and the newly
created decathlon. He was disqualified because of violation of
the rules of amateurism, even though these rules were applied
inconsistently at the time. After evidence concerning these
inconsistencies was presented to the International Olympic
Committee, the IOC decided in 1982 to posthumously
reinstate Thorpe’s name as the true winner of the contests he
had won, and to present his heirs with duplicate medals.
Future World War II General George S. Patton took part in
the first modern pentathlon competition. Modern pentathlon
was the idea of Pierre de Coubertin.

Kanakuri Shizō, a Japanese marathon runner went missing
during the race. He lost consciousness during the race due to
the heat and was cared for by a farming family. He returned to
Japan without notifying race officials. He completed the race
50 years later with a (unofficial) time of 54 years, 8 months,
6 days, 8 hours, 32 minutes and 20.3 seconds.
28 nations competed in Stockholm, and for the first time
they included the first Asian country, Japan, and the first Arab
and African country, Egypt.25
Noteworthy, too, was the great Hawaiian Duke Paoa
Kahanamoku, who won the 100m freestyle with his
pioneering front crawl style. It was the first of three Olympics
Kahanamoku would compete in before going on to be a film
star and becoming an early surfing icon.26
SUFFRAGISTS
London police arrested English suffragists Emmeline
Pankhurst and Emmeline and Frederick Pethick-Lawrence
in early March following demonstrations. Pankhurst and two
others had broken the windows of Prime Minister Asquith’s
residence at 10 Downing Street after leaving a note for him.
Annie Kenney took over the Women’s Social and Political
Union (WSPU) for 2 months while Pankhurst and the PethickLawrences were in Holloway Gaol. Christabel Pankhurst
had not been allowed to practice law and was joined by her
mother in repudiating the Pethick-Lawrences after their
release. The Pankhursts joined the United Suffragists, and
Emmeline Pethick-Lawrence travelled to America to support
U.S. suffragists.1
A New York suffrage parade marched up Fifth Avenue
from Washington Square beginning at sundown May 4. The
Chiropractic Journal of Australia
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10,000 marchers reverently carried huge banners bearing the
names of the late Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton,
and Julia Ward Howe, 1,000 sympathetic men joined them,
as did a contingent led by New York-born feminist Inez
Milholland wearing Grecian robes and mounted on a white
horse.1
Male voters in four U.S. states—Michigan, Kansas,
Oregon, and the new state of Arizona—voted in the
November 6 elections to adopt constitutional amendments
granting female suffrage, but Wisconsin voters rejected the
proposal.1
TRANSPORT
Seven companies produced half of all U.S. automobiles.
More than 22 percent of the cars were Fords, which came out
of Ford factories at the rate of 26,000 per month.1

Britain’s Morris Oxford motorcar was introduced by
former bicycle repairman William R. Morris, of Cowley.
Morris was the first British manufacturer to employ mass
production that made motorcars cheap enough for workingclass people.1

Illusionist Harry Houdini chartered a tugboat, and when
told that New York law makes it illegal to hold a public
performance on a Sunday he instructed Capt. J. P. McAlester
to make for Governors Island, where New York laws do not
apply. He had himself shackled, nailed into a pine crate that
was sealed with steel bands, weighted down with two sewer
pipes and dropped into the harbour. Within 1 minute he
was spotted bobbing up and down in the water. He repeated
the “miraculous escape” nightly in a 5,500-gallon tank on
Hammerstein’s Roof, earning $1,000 per week.1
Itai-itai disease itai-itai byō, lit. “ouch ouch sickness”),
was the documented case of mass cadmium poisoning
in Toyama Prefecture, Japan, starting around 1912. The
cadmium poisoning caused softening of the bones and
kidney failure. The disease was named for the severe pains
(Japanese: itai) caused in the joints and spine. The term itaiitai disease was coined by locals. The cadmium was released
into rivers by mining companies in the mountains. The mining
companies were successfully sued for the damage. Itai-itai
disease is known as one of the Four Big Pollution Diseases
of Japan.13

MISCELLANY
Electric light bulbs began to last longer thanks to General
Electric research chemist Irving Langmuir who discovered
that filling incandescent bulbs with inert gases greatly
increased the illuminating life of tungsten filaments developed
by his colleague W.D. Coolidge.1
The first modern electric traffic light was installed at Salt
Lake City, where the head of the local police department’s
traffic detail had devised the light.1

The Minsky brothers took over New York’s Winter Garden
Theater, in East Houston Street, which was owned by their
father, for bawdy burlesque productions, beginning a chain
that would last until 1937.1
Universal Pictures Corp. was created at Hollywood,
California, by a merge of independent U.S. film producers
who included cinema pioneer Carl Laemmle, who had
pioneered in promoting the personalities of his performers
as “movie stars.” 1

The first commercially successful flatiron was introduced
by the German firm Rowenta, founded by Robert Weintraud
in 1844. Laundries that employed vast numbers of women
worldwide were Rowenta’s major customers.1
German chemists Siegrist and Fischer developed a
subtractive form of colour photography with colour formers
embedded in three layers of emulsion, a predecessor of the
commercial photography systems called Agfacolor and
Kodachrome.1

The International Opium Convention, signed at The Hague
on 23 January 1912 during the First International Opium
Conference, provided that “The contracting Powers shall use
their best endeavours to control, or to cause to be controlled,
all persons manufacturing, importing, selling, distributing,
and exporting morphine, cocaine, and their respective salt,
as well as the buildings in which these persons carry out such
an industry or trade.” 27 .
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THE CHIROPRACTIC WORLD IN 1912
D.D. PALMER
D.D. Palmer continued to live and practise at 4200 South
Grand Avenue, Los Angeles and lecture at Ratledge College
of Chiropractic.
DEVELOPMENTS AT THE PALMER SCHOOL
Building Developments
“That it had been definitely decided by B. J. to keep the
Palmer School in Davenport was made known when it was
announced that Mrs B. J. Palmer had purchased the Wm. D.
Peterson property on the corner of Eighth and Brady streets
from W. R. Weir, the real estate man. Dr and Mrs Palmer
will use the mansion for a residence and convert their present
home into class rooms and offices for the big institution.
In every city there are always perhaps half a dozen homes
which stand out and are distinctive because of their wealth
and elegance. In Davenport the Petersen mansion is one of
these. It had been kept in perfect condition and the interior
is a marvel of beauty. The interior of the home is finished in
solid butternut wood and the floors are of hard wood mosaic.
The mansion contains in all twenty rooms, which includes the
ball room and billiard room. The bath room is a large affair
finished in marble and tile. This home is considered one of
the finest and best equipped in the three cities.
With the purchase of the Petersen property Dr Palmer
has plans for the enlargement of the school. There are now
a grand total of over 85 rooms, including three auditoriums,
at Dr Palmer’s disposal with which to grow. The former
Petersen property will be used as a private residence and
a health home for those who desire a home devoid of the
boarding house aspect and who want every comfort of an
elegant home.”
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Front page, Davenport Daily Times, 6 January 1912, courtesy Richardson-Sloane Special Collection, Davenport Public Library

of the present auditorium. In addition it adds two large class
rooms in the older north property.”28
Faculty Changes
J.C. Wishart joined the faculty and taught pathology and
acted as Director of Afternoon Clinics.29

R.E. McNamara, who taught physiology in 1911 left the
faculty. James Firth took over the teaching of physiology.29

Alfred Baker Hender, MD, received his DC degree, joined
the faculty in August30 and became Dean of the Palmer School
and also Editor of The Chiropractor.31
Mittie P. Hall, who as a student taught ethics, graduated
and left for Lake City, Iowa, to establish a practice.32
Changes in Fee Structure
Palmer Mansion 1912, courtesy Palmer College Archives

“The purchase of the above mentioned property permits
a thorough remodelling of the fine, modern barn on the west
end of the lot. This barn is finished in modern style and will
add two large auditoriums with a seating capacity double that
150

B.J. stated that the fee structure for husband and wives
enrolling together from 1 January to 1 May 1912 was $250,
but would be increased to Husband (or wife) $250 and Wife
(or husband) $125, for a total of $375. Any tuition paid before
1 May for a full course for man and wife for $250 would
allow matriculation any time within one year from the date
of payment.33
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H. E. Vedder, Physiology, palpation, freshman drill;
J. F. McGinniss, spinography, developing, printing;
M.P. Brown, private work and consultations, overseer
of clinics;
F.W. Elliott, registrar, granting of permits, clinic
director;
M.P. Hall, ethics;
W.L Heath, Outside faculty adjusting.37

B.J. Palmer advised that while during 1912 two courses
were available, one of 12 months and another for 18 months,
there would only be the 18 months course available in
1913.38
Social Amenities
The Davenport Daily Times, of 27 January 1912
printed:
VAUDEVILLE SEEN AT PALMER SCHOOL

Fine Entertainment Presented to Hundreds Last
Night,—Will Repeat this Evening,
as Crowds Could Not Be Taken Care of at First
Performance.

Vaudeville at the Palmer School of Chiropractic. Such
is the new form of entertainment being provided at the big
institution for the students, patients and public in general.

It was tried for the first time last night in the auditorium of
the school. It was a great success, and so many people were
turned away that the show will be repeated this evening.
A.B. Hender, MD, DC, courtesy Palmer College Archives

Clinics
Private adjusting rooms for faculty and senior students that
have private patients are located on the second floor of the
Executive Building, where patients can undress, be adjusted
and dress again in total privacy.34
Charges for adjustments in the private clinic by faculty
members were $10.00 per week and by senior students
$3.00.35

Clinic records indicated that 98 new patients was the
highest intake in any one week.36

It became mandatory that senior students had to wear
spotless white coats when in the clinic and adjusting
patients.36
Education
A sample of weekly schedules listing the classes and
instructors for the classes.
Instructors are:
B.J. Palmer, philosophy, principles of minor surgery,
bandaging, obstetrics and toxicology;
M. H. Palmer, anatomy;
J. C. Wishart, reanalysis, orthopedy, adjusting,
palpation, nerve tracing, senior drill;
J. N. Firth, Symptomatology, supervising student
private adjusting, palpation, nerve tracing, junior
drill;
Chiropractic Journal of Australia
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Over six hundred people were seated in the auditorium
last night and five hundred found it impossible to gain
admission. Business men of the city and people from over
the tri-cities were present and enjoyed the entertainment
which was really first class in every particular. The school
has in its membership many capable performers, comedians,
acrobats, singers, etc., and the program arranged last night
was a stellar one in every particular. No admission is charged.
It is expected that the auditorium will be crowded again this
evening.39
During BJ’s absence -- a challenge baseball game took
place between Universal College of Chiropractic and the
Palmer School. 250 PSC Rooters. Score 9 to 1 for PSC.
All PSC players were students. UCC brought in four ringins.36
Student Body
During 1912 525 students were enrolled at the PSC
between January and 2 December.40. Frank Elliott, the
Registrar reported that between 1 October and 9 December
1912 he had enrolled 88 new students.41
Teaching Aids
B.J. Palmer said: Seeing is Believing.

Four years earlier he had spent nearly $10,000 to build
the largest private collection of lantern slides. He used these
to teach students his viewpoints by pictures, which reached
their mind through their eye. His principle was: to reach the
mind in the quickest way with least loss in transmission was
to reach everybody through showing them.

151

THE YEAR THAT WAS 1912
PETERS

To be able to do this he used the locally produced Victor
Stereopticon.42
He also created a store which had for sale all that a student
would need.43
More Offerings
The PSC Record Club had an average of 400 subscribers
who each month receive an average of 150 pages of lecture
notes. The Record Club reporter had been a court reporter.
One of the reasons for recording all sessions was to be able to
prove when new ideas and thoughts were first discussed, and
in case of a trial every progressive step could be proven.44
Public Relations
The Times-Democrat (New Orleans, La.), Feb. 18, 1912
published:
PALMER SCHOOL PARTY HERE IN SPECIAL CAR.
The Carnival crowd was increased by twenty more when
the handsomely equipped observation rail car, carrying
the Palmer School of Chiropractic, was parked in Elysian
Fields Street Friday night. The party attracted considerable
attention, as all carried on their arms the PSC pennant and
viewed the various interesting sights of the city in a body.
Dr. B.J. Palmer, founder of the institution, has charge of the
party. The Palmer School, which is situated in Davenport,
Ia., specialize in brain, spinal and nerve diseases, and has a
free clinic in which hundreds of patients are treated.
After the Mardi Gras the doctors will spend several days
visiting Pass Christian, Biloxi and other Gulf towns, returning
home after visiting Mobile.45
The Davenport Daily Times of 20 April 1912 printed:
DR. PALMER’S IDEA ATTRACTS ATTENTION.
Progressiveness of President of Big School Recognized.—
Students in All Parts of the City Reading Messages in the
International Signal Code.
It is remarkable how a clever idea carried out in a live
progressive manner will attract attention, and yet when one
stops to consider the originality there is little reason why so
much interest is aroused.
Reference is made to the idea originating with Dr. B.J.
Palmer, president of the Palmer School of Chiropractic,
who conceived the possibilities of interesting the school
children of Davenport in something of both an entertaining
and educational nature.
A steel flag pole rising into the air 104 feet and situated on
the highest spot of land in Davenport was recently placed on
the campus of the Palmer School on Brady Street. Nothing
particularly original or clever can be seen in the mere erection
of a steel pole, but when your gaze travels to the top you are
at once attracted by the many flags and pennants, which make
you feel as if they were placed there for a purpose.
Every flag carries a meaning, and if you know the meaning
of each you could read the thoughts of the originator. Each
flag that goes to make up the 10 to 20 that are hoisted every
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morning, represents one letter of the alphabet. Put the words
together and you have a word or combination of words.

The question will at once arise, “How do I know what
each flag represents?” The answer is simple. The system is
identical to that used all over the world. It is the international
code system.
Attracts Attention of All.

Interest that indicates the educational trend of minds of
the students of the schools of Davenport is being displayed
in the code signal system. Students in all parts of the city are
finding time to visit the Palmer School campus or studying
the signals by means of a telescope of field glasses from their
own homes.

They are not only reading the signals because they are
interested, but because Dr. Palmer has in his usual progressive
way offered them some inducement.
Will Give Prizes.

A prize of $5 is to be given each month to the boy or girl
who successfully reads the signals that are daily hoisted to
the top of the pole. A daily record must be kept, and at the
end of the month the first to show the correct readings for
the 30 days is awarded the prize.
Since the recent announcement that Dr. Palmer would give
a prize to the successful boy or girl it has been interesting to
watch the close attention that is paid to the signal system.
Boys and girls of all ages, some of the students from the
High school, can be seen alternately gazing at the code and the
flags and pennants on the pole. When they have completed
their observations they pass on, anxiously awaiting the arrival
of tomorrow, when they will again have an opportunity of
reading the message.
Palmer Students Interested.

That the older people of Davenport as well as the students
of the Palmer school are taking up with the idea is noted. Even
grown people have been seen deciphering the message.

That the flag is ideally located, and can be seen not
only from every point in Davenport, but in the tri-cities, is
evidenced by a telephone conversation in which Dr. Palmer
and a gentleman from Rock Island were the principals.
Inquiry was made of the doctor as to the last two flags on
the string, the gentleman from Rock Island being unable to
make them out clearly.
From a distance of several miles he was able to make
out all but two of the letters through a telescope. He was
undoubtedly one among many who had been interested and
was able to read the message from a distance.
New Flags Each Day.

Daily a new set of flags is run up, and the competitors
must decipher the words. Records are kept, and at the end
of the month each solution must be presented at the office
of Dr. Palmer.
In deciphering the words the students soon become familiar
with the flags representing the 26 letters of the alphabet. The
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code being international, the idea will prove of great benefit
as an educational feature.

Lecture Tours

It is a usual occurrence to see a lad pass the school, reach
in his pocket, consult the code and work out the signal for that
day. Even the older people can be seen alternately gazing at
the top of the pole and a copy of the code.

Equipment

Any student not having a code can find one in the front
cover of a late Webster’s dictionary. Dr. Palmer announces
that he is preparing a code, which is to be framed and placed
on the campus, where it can be seen by those interested.
The contest which is now on began Monday morning,
April 15th, and will close Wednesday morning May 15th.
The students having the correct readings must appear at the
office of Dr. Palmer at 8 o’clock on the morning of May 15th
to receive the prize.46

B.J. had 37 lectures booked for the rest of the year, he was
shooting for 100.49
During 1912 two new adjusting tables became available,
the Professional, patented on 22 October 1912 by the Meyers
Manufacturing Co. of Davenport and the Griffin Adjusting
Table by A.A. Griffin of Lansing, Michigan. B.J. Palmer and
J.C. Wishart had tested the Griffin tables and reported great
patient satisfaction.50

The Daily Times of 9 May 1912 printed:
FLAG IS UNFURLED AT PALMER SCHOOL.
Every Time a Chiropractor is Acquitted, Old Glory
Flies.—Case of State Versus Sivers, Won By Defense at
Mt. Pleasant Yesterday.—Shows Independence.
People looking up at the top of Brady Street hill today
have wondered and asked the reason why old glory is floating
from the top of the monster flagpole at the Palmer School of
Chiropractic. Every once in a while the big flag, 24 by 36
feet in size, is unfurled to the breeze.
Curious to know the reason, Dr. Palmer was called up and
asked. The school has adopted the system of floating the
big flag every time a Chiropractor is acquitted in the courts,
whether it be in the United States, Canada or Mexico. The
flag is floating today because the defense won at Mt. Pleasant
yesterday, in the case of the State of Iowa versus Sivers. The
jury returned a verdict acquitting the Chiropractor of the
charges against him.
“Old glory stands for independence, and it is significant
of our cause,” said Dr. Palmer this morning. “Every time
we win a case. whether it be in the United States, Canada or
Mexico, the flag will be unfurled.” 47
FIVE THOUSAND AT PSC OPENING.
The PSC opening, on 16 October, was a revelation to all.
Dr. B.J. Palmer, head and founder of the PSC, made a tenstrike when he invited the people of the community to inspect
the school. The returns exceeded our most sanguine hopes,
for over 5,000 people made it their business to be present.
Early in the afternoon of the day they commenced to arrive,
and all during the afternoon and from six o’ clock on in the
evening streams of people flocked through the buildings. Of
course, the majority came through morbid curiosity, but after
they had once seen the great investments which have been
made to advance the work of teaching Chiropractic at the
PSC, they gained new respect for the science.
In the evening Dr. Palmer delivered a lecture in the
auditorium, explaining to the hundreds present that
Chiropractic is no longer a theory but a fact, and, therefore,
a science.48
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X-Ray Department
James F. McGinnis, D.C., in charge of the x-ray
department, wrote:
SPINOGRAPH TELLS THE STORY.

Greatest Help in finding Subluxations.

The PSC Spinographical Laboratory is the largest of its
kind in the world. There is only one other spinographical
laboratory at this time, and that is at Akron, Ohio, owned by
O. L. Brown, Chiropractor.

The spinograph equipment at the PSC is valued at about
$6,000 to $8,000. We are fixed to do all kinds of X-Ray work,
but our work is confined entirely to the spine, and the word
“Spinograph” was coined by Dr. Palmer as the proper word
to use for laboratory.

We are finding every day many conditions that that are
impossible to find by palpation alone, such as abnormality,
long and short spinous processes, a bent spinous process,
(transverse) process larger on one side than the other, and each
of these would give the Chiropractor the wrong impression
in regard to his palpation; for instance, a spinous process
longer than normal and slightly bent to the right would give
the indication of subluxation being to the right and inferior,
when in reality the segment proper would be normal. The
same may be referred to in a short spinous process, only it
would indicate a superior subluxation.
Our negatives show clearly hundreds of subluxations and
are very valuable to the Chiropractor, when palpation cannot
be gotten otherwise.

The PSC has a large room devoted to spinograph work,
two darkrooms for large size, the latest darkroom equipment,
such as Eastman’s developing tank and a professional
printing machine for printing photos from the negatives. The
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students are required to spend a certain time in the spinograph
class, starting in getting darkroom work, then operating the
machine, then the spinograph reading.
Each negative made at the PSC is recorded and filed for
future reference. The reading of the negative is made and
recorded on the envelope in which the negative is filed. Any
student or patient has the right to view his or her negative
at any time.
The machine installed is the Scheidel-Western, and the
electric current is stepped up through coils until it travels at
the rate of 62,000 miles per second in the vacuum tube.
There are lots of patients being sent in by the field every
day; by Chiropractors from Illinois, Wisconsin, California,
New York, and in fact, from nearly every state in the union,
for the reason that this laboratory is better fitted to do this
work than any other laboratory of the kind in the world.
Visitors to the PSC spend hours looking over the
Spinograph negatives, while the students find them
invaluable, as the pictures disclose many conditions which he
or she could not find otherwise. The Spinograph has proven
conclusively that subluxations do exist, and many a patient
has regained health who would not have if this department
did not exist. The faculty members spend hours in studying
the negatives, and refer their classes to certain negatives as
proof of many different conditions. Many Chiropractors out
in the field are sending to this department for photographs
and use them in their work to prove to patients that conditions
are as they say. There is a wonderful field ahead of us, and
the Spinograph is doing more than any other department in
the proving of subluxations and that these subluxations are
the cause of all diseases.51

R.E. McNamara, DC, courtesy Palmer College Archives
Juanita Shaw, DC, courtesy Palmer College Archives

OTHER SCHOOLS
The Universal Chiropractic College lost Joy
Loban, their Dean, when he moved to Washington, DC and
established the Washington School of Chiropractic.52 New
faculty members at the UCC included former Palmer School
lecturers Juanita Shaw and R.E. McNanamara.53 Juanita
Shaw taught anatomy at Palmer from late 1908 or early 1909,
while Mabel Palmer was studying in Chicago. Upon Mabel’s
return in September 1909 Juanita Shaw left for Richmond,
Virginia, where she established a private practice.54 Dr R.E.
McNamara, a 1910 graduate of Palmer became a faculty
member in 1911 teaching physiology, but left in 1912 to join
the UCC Faculty.53

Davenport College of Chiropractic, courtesy Palmer College
Archives

New Schools established in 1912 included:
DAVENPORT COLLEGE OF CHIROPRACTIC located
at the corner of 7th and Brady Streets. It was founded by John
L. Sharp, DC, PhC, President, and H.E. Carlson, DC, PhC,
Secretary and Treasurer.55 (The location of this college is
interesting, as it had been an Episcopalian church, and later
became the first Putnam Museum, now relocated on North
Division Street. When the building was razed sometime after
the late 1950s the location became the property of the Church
of Latter Day Saints, but now is the home of the Admissions
Department of Palmer College.)
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Founders of Davenport Chiropractic College, courtesy of Palmer
College of Chiropractic Archives
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Chair of Physiology and Histology, and Albert Snape, DC,
General Manager and Secretary, and Assistant Instructor in
Clinic.56
WELLS ACADEMY OF CHIROPRACTIC of Lansing,
Michigan was founded by Charles Wells, President, Treasurer
and Clinic Director, and Alice S. Wells, Secretary and Head
Instructor.57

Founders of Wells Academy of Chiropractic, courtesy Palmer
College Archives

PITTSBURGH COLLEGE OF CHIROPRACTIC was
founded by D.E. Richards, MD, Disease Specialist and J.M.
Lloyd, Nerve and Spine Specialist. 58

Joy M. Loban, DC, PhC, courtesy Palmer College Archives

Announcement 1912, Washington School of Chiropractic, courtesy
Palmer College of Chiropractic Archives

The WASHINGTON SCHOOL OF CHIROPRACTIC in
Washington, DC, was founded by Joy M. Loban, DC, PhC,
former Dean of the Universal Chiropractic College, who
now held the Chair of Philosophy of Chiropractic, Palpation,
Nerve Tracing, Adjustment and Symptomatology. Janet S.
Snape, DC, a former heard nurse at Johns Hopkins Hospital,
Baltimore, Maryland, acted as Chair of Anatomy, Hygiene
and Assistant Instructor in Clinic, Ethelyn G. Loban, DC,
Chiropractic Journal of Australia
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Title Page, Pittsburgh College of Chiropractic Catalog 1912, courtesy
Palmer College Archives
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DARLING AND BAKER’S CHIROPRACTIC COLLEGE
was located at the corner of Emporia and Dewey Avenues in
Wichita, Kansas. College office and Adjustery were located
at 127 South Main Street.59

E.C. Wilson, DC, of Brooklyn, Iowa: Not Guilty.63

Iowa Miller of Fairfield, Iowa, was arrested, waived
examination and was put on a $200 bond, which she refused
to pay, even though she could afford it, and announced that
she was ready to proceed to jail. Her many friends offered
to pay the bond, but she refused. A petition for her release
was signed by more than 180 people and she was released
that afternoon.64
Glenn and Helen Hall, DCs, of Winterset, Iowa: Grand
Jury refused to indict.65
J.L. Siver, DC, of Mount Pleasant, Iowa, Not Guilty.66

C.F. Wilson, DC, of Broken Bow, Nebraska: Not
Guilty.67

J.E. Meyer, DC, of Huntington, Indiana: Acquitted.
Prosecuting Attorney stated it would be the last case he
tried. He had tried to discourage the Medical Board before
the trial.68 A second case was brought against Meyer, but the
jury found him not guilty again.69
H.B. Curry, of Harrisville, West Virginia: Jury failed to
indict.68
J.F. Fallett of Wichita, Kansas, was charged with practising
without a license. His attorneys requested that the case be
squashed.70

Charles W. Greene, DC, of Stafford, Kansas: Acquitted
by jury.71

Frank Siveny, DC, of Providence, New York, had been
charged with practising medicine without a license. In the
first trial at the Sixth District Court the jury disagreed, at
a second trial he was convicted, but took his case to the
Supreme Court.72
B.H. Rhoads, of Sterling, Kansas, was found not guilty
by the jury.73
Annual Announcement Darling and Baker’s Chiropractic College,
courtesy Palmer College Archives

UNIVERSAL CHIROPRACTORS’ ASSOCIATION
The last UCA directory was published in the February
1912 issue of the Chiropractor as it was found that medical
prosecutors could use it to find the location of chiropractors
they wanted to charge with the practice of medicine without
a license.
PROSECUTION AND PERSECUTION
The concerted effort by the medical establishment to
eliminate the practice of chiropractic continued unabated.
The State of Iowa appeared to have the most cases against
chiropractors. A cursory search through The Chiropractor
noted cases brought against them:
Lucy Bowman, DC, of Winfield, Iowa: Grand Jury refused
to indict.60
H.M. Warmouth, DC, of Tipton, Iowa: Not Guilty.61

G.L. Chamberlin, DC, (great-uncle of Mary Ann Chance)
of Atlantic, Iowa: Grand Jury refused to indict.62
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N.J. Mapes, DC, of Cleveland, Ohio, found not guilty
by jury.74

G.G. Woods, DC, and his wife, L.J. Woods, DC, of
Kenmare, North Dakota, were charged with the practice of
medicine at Minot, the county seat in December 1912. G.T.
Strand and J.F. McGinnis, two chiropractors who witnessed
the proceedings were in high praise of the UCA Attorney
Hartwell who won the case with a Not Guilty result. Of
interest is that Kenmare was located 52 miles northwest
of the county seat and the Woods were unknown in Minot.
The publicity surrounding the trial made them well known,
an advertisement for them they could not have bought, and
they decided to open an office in Minot on 1 January 1913.
After the trial, the judge, the court reporter and some jurors
requested to be adjusted, and one MD, after having discussion
with Strand and McGinnis, stated he would enrol at Palmer,
as did several others that had attended the trial.75
Ora L. Brown, DC, of Akron, Ohio, was indicted in April
1912 by the Grand Jury, charged with practising medicine
without a license. He was convicted on the fact that he had
adjusted the spine of a man and received payment for that.
Judge Wanamaker deferred sentence. Brown asked for a new
trial, but the motion was overruled and he was sentenced to
Chiropractic Journal of Australia
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pay a fine of $200 and costs and serve 60 days in jail, the jail
sentence to be suspended provided he stop practising. The
whole sentence was suspended 30 days to allow him to appeal
the case to a higher court, which upheld the lower court. A
petition signed by2,446 names of Akron and Summit County
was sent to Gov. Judson Harmon on 9 November 1912,
pleading for the pardon of Brown.76 On 15 November 1912
the Akron Times published that the Deputy Sheriff had been
treated by Brown in jail.77 On 20 November the Akron Times
printed that Judge Wanamaker was not going to risk any more
of his local popularity by trying chiropractic cases as long as
he would have the agreeable Judge Doyle to relieve him when
judgment was called for.78 Brown was released from jail 24
December, giving him a Christmas present.79 After Brown
left jail, he was re-indicted. He put up bond and returned to
his practice, ready to go back to jail again if need be.80
While there were many more cases, these were the ones
whose outcomes could easily be found.
EPILOGUE
The year 1912 saw one of the worst maritime disasters
in history, the growth of military aviation sections in
many countries, the rise of Stalin, and the V. Olympiad in
Stockholm.
At the Palmer School the new residence was bought by
Mabel Palmer, A.B. Hender became the new Dean, new
adjusting tables became available.

The Palmer Spinography Department became the largest
of its kind in the world. It also contained a printing unit to
produce photographic copies of the x-ray plates for students
to study. Students were now obliged to study spinography,
including darkroom work, how to operate the ScheidelWestern x-ray unit and finally reading of the spinographs.
Several new chiropractic schools were established.

In 1911 the prosecution of chiropractors was a prelude to
1912 which seemed to have seen an increase in prosecutions.
Prosecutions are still taking place in countries without
chiropractic legislation, while in Australia there are still
challenges in 2012 against the education of chiropractors in
universities by “Friends of Science.”
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WIN! WIN! WIN!

When professionally conducted, Community Spinal Health Checks represent:

a Win for the Community
a Win for Chiropractic
a Win for the Australian Spinal Research Foundation
It is generally accepted that only 12% of the Australasian population have ever visited a Chiropractor.
This unique statistic highlights the staggering potential to increase the awareness and usage of
chiropractic care as an important contributor to health and wellness in the community.
Community Spinal Health Checks provide an ideal opportunity to introduce members of the general
public to the benefits of Chiropractic in a safe, professional and non pressured environment.
A greater awareness of chiropractic care and its benefits is created with the public, which leads to
greater direct participation with the chiropractic industry.
Recipients of Community Spinal Health Checks are invited to consider a voluntary donation of $20 to
the Australian Spinal Research Foundation.
Given that only 12% of the Australasian population has experienced chiropractic care, the
opportunity to increase the number of patients visiting individual chiropractic practices within a
specific locality is immediately apparent.
The Australian Spinal Research Foundation has prepared a kit for conducting Community Spinal
Health Checks and is seeking registrations from those practices genuinely interested in conducting
health checks in the community to support Chiropractic, spinal research and their practice.
Simply call the Foundation on 07 3808 4098 to sign up and have any questions answered.
The Foundation is totally committed to ensuing Community Spinal Health Checks are conducted in
a professional manner and within the Code of Conduct and guidelines of the various Registration
Boards. The Foundation will immediately disassociate itself from any Community Spinal Health
Check not conducted within these guidelines.
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