Chiropractic in Australia 1905-1945
The Searby Saga: A Story of Hardships and Determination
ROLF E. PETERS and MARY ANN CHANCE
ABSTRACT: The popular legend of Mack and Dorothy Searby an Australian couple who, during the 1920s,
travelled two thirds of the way across the United States on foot to the Palmer School of Chiropractic, pushing
a cart loaded with their children and their belongings, is examined in light of contemporary documents. While
certain critical details of the romantic story promulgated by Mack Searby are not supported by the published
record, their feat remains unparalleled in the history of chiropractic.
INDEX T E R M S : ( M e S H ) C H I R O P R A C T I C ; A U S T R A L I A ;
HISTORICAL ARTICLE.

INTRODUCTION
During 1994, while preparing for the Centenary of
Chiropractic in 1995, we came across a clipping of major
interest: the August 1975 issue of the PCC Alumni News
carried on its back page a photo of the Searby family (Fig. 1)
with the following caption:
"Chiropractic Pioneers of unusual endurance, the Searby family
is pictured here making their trek from Seattle to Davenport for
Mr. and Mrs. Searby to enroll at Palmer. The photo is a story
unto itself, and every effort is being made to obtain further
information from the family, now residing in Australia, on their
remarkable feat."'
The PCC Alumni News of November 1975 carried the
following story:
PIONEER FAMILY IN AUSTRALIA
The August PCC Alumni News carried a photograph of the
Searby family, which made an incredible journey from Seattle,
Washington, to Davenport by push-cart, to obtain chiropractic
education. The caption below the photo requested information
from alumni on the Searbys.
Dr. Vernon Powell, Decatur, Illinois, subsequently toured
Australia, and made contact with Dr. Gayer Searby, a Palmer
alumnus, who practices in East Melbourne.
Dn Powell's report follows:
"Dr. Gayer Searby told me that his father's and mother's
trip to receive chiropractic education began in Auckland, New
Zealand, in March of 1921. The ship they were aboard caught
fire at sea and had to return to Auckland for repairs. After
repairs were completed they sailed again and arrived in
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Vancouver, British Columbia. The senior Dr. Searby could
not drive a car so he bought a Model T Ford truck and hired a
man to drive him and his family to Davenport. Soon after
the group left Vancouver, the truck ran off the road and hit a
tree, killing the driver and injuring several members of the
family, including Gayer Searby. The members of the family
recovered from their injuries and only had enough money to
buy a wagon to pull to Davenport. The long trip took sevenand-a-half months. A son was born to Mr and Mrs. Searby
at Colorado Springs, Colorado. Dr. Searby wrote poetry and
songs and sold them to newspapers along the way to pay the
family living expenses.
"The Palmer College officials were so pleased the Searby
family had completed the long overland trip that a school
holiday was declared and the student body secured a long
rope and met the family five miles from Davenport and pulled
them into Palmer College. Dr Gayer thinks the Palmer
College still has the wagon at the school. Dr Gayer is the
youngest member shown in the picture printed in the Alumni
News.
"After graduating from Palmer College, Dr and Mrs.
Searby returned to Australia in 1928 and both practiced for
many years in several cities. Gayer's father passed away in
1972 at the age of 81. He died in Sydney, Australia. Mrs.
Searby is still living in Australia."In a follow-up interview with Gayer W. Searby, the following
story was brought to light, as told to Gayer by his father:
Robert Charles M. Searby, generally known as "Mackie,"
was born in Prospect, South Australia, in 1892. At the age of
fourteen he left home, got onto a freighter bound for the United
States, and was paid a shilling a week.
Dorothy, Gayer's mother, was born in Coventry, England,
on 31 December 1894. In her early twenties she worked her
way across the United States and eventually to Queensland,
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Figure 1. Photo of the Searbys during the early portion of their trek. (Courtesy Palmer College Archives)

Australia, where she worked on a property. Mackie and Dorothy
met, fell in love, and soon a daughter was born, whom they called
"Bluebell."
While share-farming in Northern Queensland on a banana
plantation, they used to listen to a "cat's whiskers" radio, a small
home built crystal set, on which they picked up WOC, B.J.
Palmer's radio station in Davenport, Iowa, U.S.A., and thus heard
about chiropractic.
The concept of chiropractic appealed to them, and they
started to make their way south. Dorothy—pregnant again—
gave birth to her first son, who was born on 27 February 1921 at
Wentworth Falls in the Blue Mountains of New South Wales.
He was named Gayer Wentworth, and his father baptised him in
the waters of Wentworth Falls.
They left Sydney in April 1921, bound for Auckland, where
they only had eight hours before boarding another ship bound
for the United States. Twelve hours after leaving Auckland, fire
broke out aboard ship, which was forced to return to Auckland
for repairs. There they had to wait for another month. During
that period Mackie made ends meet by working for an Auckland
newspaper
Finally they continued their journey and made their way to
Vancouver, British Columbia. Mackie did not know how to drive
a car, but with what little money he had left, bought a Model T
Ford truck and hired a man to drive him and his family to
Davenport, Iowa.
Early on the trip, in a mountainous section, the driver lost
control, the truck went off the road and dropped some 105 feet,
killing the driver and injuring family members, including young

Gayer. The truck was uninsured. This proved to be a major
financial blow to the Searbys, and they made their way back to
the west coast as best they could. Mackie again found work
with a newspaper in Seattle, and eventually newspaper colleagues
gave him a set of bicycle wheels upon which he built a crate,
converting it into a cart.
In early April the Searbys set off again, this time on foot,
pulling and pushing their cart, with all their worldly belongings
and young Bluebell and baby Gayer on it, in the direction of
Davenport, some 2,500 miles and a couple of mountain ranges
away.
Dorothy was pregnant again and in Glenwood Springs,
Colorado gave birth to another son, Michael Rochester Mackie
sold postcards of their wagon with its signs, and wrote poetry
and songs, which he would sell to newspapers along the way so
he could pay the family's living expenses. Seven and a half
months after leaving Seattle they finally arrived in Davenport.'
So much for the story as told to us. The Searby saga was
incorporated in several publications at the time of the
centennial.'*''

THE SEARCH
The story of picking up WOC on a crystal set radio prior
to February 1921 had raised a red flag, and kept bothering us
sufficiently to start delving deeper into the Searby story.
During the past five years our research at the Archives of
the Palmer College of Chiropractic in Davenport, reading
through thousands of pages of The Chiropractor and B.J.
Palmer's personal publication to the chiropractic profession.
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The Fountain Head News, as well as at the National Library
of Australia, at Canberra, searching through microfilms of
New Zealand and Australian newspapers, shed a different
light onto the story.

FINDINGS
Radio Station WOC
The Daily Times, Davenport, 29 March 1922 reports:
TO BROADCAST CONCERTS FROM T H E PALMER
SCHOOL
The Palmer School of Chiropractic has taken over the
Radiophone broadcasting station of the Karlowa Radio Co., of
Rock Island, and the equipment will be installed in the chimes
tower room in the school administration building at once and a
commercial operator, Dwight Meyer, will be in charge.
The school has made plans for a regular schedule of concerts
to be broadcasted every evening between 7 and 8 o'clock. The
concerts will be varied and will be given by students and
organizations at the school. The Palmer School has superior
facilities for handling the broadcasting both as to location for
the equipment and for talent for the concerts. Any person in the
U.S. with radiophone equipment will be able to listen in on the
concerts each evening. The broadcasting phone has a normal
range of 1,000 miles for voice transmission.''

The Davenport Democrat of 9 April 1922 prints:
... A transaction which will place Davenport definitely upon
the radio map of the United States as one of eight broadcasting
stations authorized by the government was the recent completion
of preliminary arrangements between The Palmer School and
the Karlowa Company of Rock Island, whereby The PSC takes
over the Karlowa business, stock and license, according to
authentic information received late Saturday afternoon. Final
arrangements have not yet been made, in view of the fact that
the Karlowa government license, which will expire in a few
weeks, is to be renewed by that company and then transferred to
The Palmer School.
The transmitting apparatus of The Palmer School is capable
of sending messages for a radius of 1,000 miles, it being one of
the most potent in the country, and the school, with a government
licensed operator in constant charge, will send out weather reports
every day at 12:15 p.m., precedence of time having been granted
by the weather bureau over Springfield. This time was selected
as the most propitious for farmers. For the reporting of weather
prognostication, the apparatus will be tuned to a 485-meter wave
length, but a 360-meter wave length will be employed for other
purposes. The station is designated as WOC, The Palmer School
of Chiropractic, Davenport, Iowa. ...Frank W. Elliott, business
manager of the school, announced Saturday afternoon that the
school intends, in addition to the three purely musical programs,
to broadcast lectures by the men of the Chiropractic profession
as well as by such prominent speakers as shall from time to time
visit the city. ... Commenting upon the conditions for sending
from Davenport, Mr Elliott pointed out the fact that in addition
to the ability to send for 1,000 miles, the station had an advantage
over seaboard stations in that stations extending inland as far as
700 miles are greatly restricted by the government on account
of possible interference with messages to and from ships of the
navy.'

By 15 August 1922 WOC had been heard in 35 states, five
Canadian provinces and in Cuba. The entire U.S. could be
reached with the exception of the New England states and
the country west of the Rockies."
On 8 September 1922 the Davenport Democrat announced
that WOC had been heard in Oakland, California, 1,760 miles
away. In December of 1922 WOC held the long-distance
record of radiophone broadcasting stations of America—
6,100 miles to Paris, France."
In January of 1924 WOC held the world distance record
for privately owned stations. It had been heard in Stockholm,
Sweden (6,875 miles), Paris, France (6,125 miles), and Rome,
Italy in the east; by the North Pole Expedition, nine degrees
from the North Pole, in the Samoan Islands, Hawaiian Islands
and in Manila, Philippine Islands in the west, Alaska in the
north west, and Antafagosta, Chile, in the southwest (but
not yet in Australia).'"
In April 1925, after upgrading the transformer from 500
watts to 5,000 watts, WOC was heard in Roratonga and New
Zealand."
As it appears certainly more than a miracle that Mackie
Searby was able to receive WOC on a crystal set in 1920,
some 18 months or so before B.J. Palmer bought the radio
station, and more than five years before a strong receiving
set was able to hear WOC in New Zealand, we realised that
in Mackie we have a reincarnation of Muenchhausen and
that all statements he made that can not be verified must be
taken cum grano salis.
So if Mackie did not hear about chiropractic on radio, how
did he learn about it?

First Contact
Some years ago "Mack" Searby was a free-lance journalist
in New Zealand, and was commissioned by one of the
newspapers to make an investigation of different methods of
physical healing. His investigation made him acquainted with
chiropractic, and though he was intensely sceptical at first,
evidence in the shape of a number of cases that had been
restored to health through chiropractic adjustments soon
convinced him that he had come upon a great health care
system, the wonder of which was its simplicity.
"Mack" determined that he would become a chiropractor,
but not right away, for a vast expanse of water lay between
him and the land where the wonderful science was taught.
So he and his plucky wife went to Australia, where they
worked and saved, always with their big purpose leading them
on.'2-'^

While we can not establish the time frame of the Searbys'
New Zealand experience, it is assumed to be in the second
half of the 1910-1920 decade. They had met with patients
who had been restored to health, but had apparently not met
any chiropractors who could discuss the philosophy of
chiropractic: there were only a handful of chiropractors in
New Zealand at that time. When the New Zealand
Chiropractors' Association was formed by 12 chiropractors
in December of 1920, most of them had gone to Palmer
after the end of World War I , after many of them had served
in the New Zealand Armed Forces.'^
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Dorothy Searby states:
When I first came into contact with a woman who knew
Chiropractic Philosophy, we were in the back blocks of Australia,
living on one of the biggest irrigation areas in the world, 400
miles from a city of any size, and as far as we knew 1,500 miles
from the nearest chiropractor
Before this, we had heard of Chiropractic, even seen its
results, believed in it to a certain extent, but, not knowing "The
Big Idea" behind it, we had merely listed it as a great discovery
along with physical culture and the like. We believed that it
would help some people, sometimes, in some of their troubles.
Then we met Mrs. Fred Foreshaw, a real American woman,
working out her salvation on a 30-acre orange grove on the
Murrumbridge [Murrumbidgee] Irrigation Settlement, New
South Wales, back o' beyond.
Mrs. Foreshaw got right down to it with an attack of shingles.
We wanted to get an MD for her "No, thanks," she said, "I'm
sick enough as it is." Then she told us about Chiropractic and its
wonderful philosophy, and we began to understand the principle
of life and health, and from that moment we wanted to know all
about this wonderful new science.
My first thought was about babies; could it help them, stop
their colic, their measles, croups and gastritis; could it fight back
the Grim Reaper that cut off so many millions of little ones in
the first baby years of their lives? Then I wondered about the
mothers and that awful, and, to my mind, unnatural, morning
sickness, that saps all the life, energy and health of so many
mothers.
"It is a Power," said Mrs Foreshaw, "that in some way
releases the bodily energy to the parts that are sick, and it works,
it gets them well. If I could get to a chiropractor now, my shingles
would soon disappear, for he could release the pressure on my
nerves and I would be alright.""'

So in order to raise the funds for transportation, tuition for
the course of three years of six months each, (which as of 1
January 1920 for a husband and wife enrolling together was
$375 if paid in advance, or $450 on down-payment and
balance on terms)," and living expenses, the Searbys worked
in the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area. Whether they were
share-croppers or itinerant fruit-pickers could not be
established. Whether they also worked on a Queensland
banana plantation could not be verified. Mackie also claimed
to have been a gold and opal prospector and miner and to
have made a small stake."* They worked hard, saved every
penny, and finally the day arrived when they considered that
they had enough money to make the venture.

The Voyage
They sold all their household possessions, visited Mackie's
family in Adelaide, South Australia, and in late November
1920 made their way to Sydney where they were prevented
from sailing by a seaman's strike then in progress. The strike
had started in mid-December, when stewards signed off on
strike as their ships arrived at home port. The Transport
Workers' Federation placed a ban on any ship that would
replace the stewards. Following this, the Waterside Workers'
Federation lodged claims for a 50% increase in pay,''' and all
shipping came to a standstill. By 22 December it was
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estimated that 20,000 workers were idle in New South Wales
as a result of the strike,^" and soon a shortage of coal would
reduce streetcar and rail services by 40%.^' Some ships, such
as the Maheno, sailing between Sydney and Auckland, were
tied up in Sydney Harbour for three months.^^ This was not
only a disappointment, but a hardship, for the Searbys were
delayed in Sydney three months, and their living expenses
made a deep inroad into their capital. During their enforced
stay Gayer was born two days before their boat sailed. This
resulted in more delay and further expense.^' Gayer brought
new cares and added responsibility, but he also brought great
joy that was manifested in a mother's love and a father's
pride, to say nothing of the lively interest of his sister.
Bluebell.'^ They transferred to another shipping line, and
because of shortage of accommodation had to travel first class
instead of second class, as planned, to get to New Zealand.^-^
The Manuka, the ship the Searbys would take to Wellington,
was one of 46 ships that were laid up in Wellington harbour,
and had to return to Sydney with her cargo still unloaded,
due to a separate strike of the New Zealand Waterside
Workers' Federation that had kept the entire New Zealand
waterfront idle until 11 March 1921.^''-^^ It appears that the
Searbys finally left Sydney on the Manuka on 17 March 1921
from the Margaret Street Pier, and were expected to arrive in
Wellington on 21 March.^''
They were due to leave Wellington on the Royal Mail Ship
Tahiti on 30 March,^' but again experienced delays, and the
Tahiti finally sailed at 3 p.m. on Saturday, 2 April 1921.
The Tahiti, formerly the Port Kingston, had been purchased
some years before by the United Steam Ship Company for
the San Francisco-Wellington mail service. Built in Glasgow
in 1904, she was employed in the passenger trade between
Bristol, England and Jamaica, and after the withdrawal of
government subsidies was sold to the Union Steam Ship
Company. On arrival in New Zealand she was renamed the
Tahiti. At the outbreak of World War I the ship was taken
over by the government and used as a troop transport between
New Zealand and the United Kingdom for four-and-a-half
years. In June 1920 she was converted into an oil-burning
steamer at San Francisco. She was a vessel of 7,585 tons
register, had accommodation for 374 passengers and a speed
of 18knots.^''
The Searbys felt that most of their troubles were over,
however they were mistaken, for the ship had been out of
port only 24 hours when it caught fire and returned to
Wellington, where it arrived at 10 o'clock Sunday night and
passengers were disembarked. The fire had started in No. 1
hold. As water would not stop the fire, the hold was sealed
and gas pumped in, and the warships HMS Chatham and
HMS Philomel were ordered to stand by.^'' The Tahiti was
about 200 miles from Wellington when the fire was
discovered. The weather was fine, and the passengers
behaved splendidly. Third class passengers, including the
Searbys, were removed from their quarters, which were near
the hold where the fire was burning. The usual boat drill was
held, but passengers would have experienced a greater sense
of urgency. On arrival at Wellington it was discovered that
30 dumps of flax and 20 bales of wool had burned, while
other bales of wool and 100 bags of grass seeds had been
damaged by water. All dry bales were reshipped, and as no
structural damage had resulted, the voyage resumed on 5
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April™ via Rarotonga and Papeete, and they reached San
Francisco at 11.35 a.m. on Tuesday, 26 April 1921.-" On
arrival they learned that Claud L. Hauch, a chiropractor, had
been convicted by jury of practising medicine without a
licence; that the osteopaths were fighting in the State Senate
to have a new bill approved which would take away the Board
of Examiners from the medical profession and have their own
separate board of examiners for osteopaths.
The Searbys had expected to land in San Francisco with
$1,500, sufficient funds to pay their transport to Davenport,
pay their tuition fees, and have enough left over for living
expenses. They found that due to the departure delay caused
by the strike their expenses had been much greater than
anticipated and their funds had shrunken alarmingly, leaving
them with only $ 150 upon landing.'^ Had they had the funds
and the inclination, they might have seen top performers like
Al Jolson, George M . Cohan, Fatty Arbuckle or Blossom
Seeley, who were in town at the time.^"''^

Eureka
Probably because they could not find any work in San
Francisco, they made their way to the coastal city of Eureka,
some 263 miles north of San Francisco, where Mack got a
good job in a real estate office. They decided to stay there
until they had rebuilt their nest-egg and then head for
Davenport. In Eureka they befriended W.E. McClelland and
his wife, Mina Hall McClelland, two fine young Palmer
graduates.^'
W.E. McClelland was one of California's early
"Immortals," those chiropractors who, when convicted of
practising medicine without a licence, chose to go to jail rather
than pay the fine, and thus called public attention to the
injustice of the war against chiropractors waged by the
medical establishment of California. McClelland was first
arrested on 7 August 1920 and continued to practise. He was
arrested again on 25 September and told that he would be
arrested every day he continued to practise, so he closed his
office, but continued to practise. His trial was held 15
November 1920, and a jury found him guilty of the charge.
The sentence was a fine of $500 or 100 days in jail.-''' He was
released on 28 February 1921, one day after Gayer Searby
was bom in Wentworth Falls."
Aware of the financial problems of the Searby family and
their desire to study chiropractic as soon as possible, the
McClellands made the unwise decision to tell them about a
chiropractic school in Seattle, which claimed that their
instructors were Palmer graduates, and that the motto of the
school was "Straight Chiropractic Only.'"'
As Seattle was much nearer, and the tuition fees lower
than Palmer, Mack got in touch with C.A. Traub, DC, the
principal of the school. Traub made what appeared to be a
very fair bid, offering to enrol both Mack and Dorothy on
easy terms, and, as Mack had had considerable newspaper
experience, asked him to take charge of the school pamphlet
and raise it to the dignity of a magazine. In November 1921
the money Mack had been able to save in seven months from
his real estate job, he invested in a Ford one-ton truck, fitted
it out for camping purposes with a special top and bed, and
after hiring a driver for the trip, they ventured forth. First,
the brake drum broke on the second day out and it took nine

days, all of them in the rain, several miles from anywhere, to
get a new part and fix it. By this time the roads were bad, but
they plugged on and got as far north as Requa, at the mouth
of the Klamath River, some 65 miles north of Eureka. Just
beyond the village the steering wheel jammed on a hairpin
turn and the truck went over the edge, falling 105 feet, rolling
over four times. The vehicle finished up a wreck in some
young timber, a few feet from the river. All were in the vehicle
except the driver, who was underneath it with the engine
resting on his chest, unharmed, although knocked out. A l l
were bruised and battered, especially on heads and spine.
Gayer, by then nine months old, seemed to be untouched,
and Bluebell, age six, had some awful welts on her face and
head, but altogether the escape seemed miraculous. They
sold the wreck for just enough to pay their fares to Seattle by
stage and train together with what cash they had, and landed
in Seattle with eleven dollars."

Seattle
Traub, principal of the Seattle College, seeing their plight,
told them not to worry about tuition, but to pay when able.
He asked Mack to write an account of their experience right
away for the magazine, from the time of leaving Australia
until arriving in Seattle. This Mack did, while Traub
endeavoured to find a job for him in town. However, when
Mack gave him the proof of his article Traub's attitude
changed. Mack had written how in New Zealand he had first
come in contact with chiropractic and had heard of the Palmer
School of Chiropractic in Davenport, Iowa, and that he had
left Australia with the intention of going direct to Davenport,
but that circumstances had deflected his course. Traub wanted
him to rewrite the article excluding all references to the
Palmer School and stating that the Searbys left Australia to
come to the Seattle School. This Mack refused to do,
whereupon Traub launched quite a diatribe of abuse against
the Palmer School in general and in particular B.J. Palmer,
whom he described as an ignoramus, a money grabber and
in several terms equally choice. He also declared that it was
his intention to show B.J. Palmer up, and he handed Mack a
proof of a badly written slam, describing B.J. as a blackmailer.
As chiropractic and all the chiropractors the Searbys had
encountered either in New Zealand or in the United States
had been of the Palmer brand, and as they had, to Mack's
personal knowledge, produced most remarkable and
wonderful results, he objected strongly to these remarks.
Furthermore he asked Traub how he could reconcile his
statements with the fact that he had been glad to have Palmer
men on his faculty list, whereupon Traub described his Palmer
teachers as more or less incompetent, having little or no
knowledge of many necessary subjects. He even ran down
the Palmer graduate who still remained on his staff and went
so far as to say his school was the only school in the country
where chiropractic was taught. Mack was unkind enough to
ask him if the school from which he graduated was not a
good school and he declared that anyone would be wasting
his time to go even to that institution, Traub's school being
the only school. The Searbys severed their connection with
him at once.
A few days later Mack had occasion to call at Traub's
office for some mail which had been sent to him there. Traub
tried his hardest to change Mack's mind, offered to give him
free tuition, recompense him for editorial and newspaper
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work, and even offered to give Mack and Dorothy Searby
jobs as instructors at the completion of their course and a
share in some scheme or other in connection with land
settlement in California, which he declared he intended
working in conjunction with his Seattle school. The Searbys
declined."
The Seattle College of Chiropractic had been founded in
1920 by its president, Traub. Its first location was in two
small rooms on the fourth floor of the Peoples Bank Building,
Second Avenue and Pike Street. By 1921 it had moved to
the Economy Building at First Avenue and Pike Street. It
had a faculty of seven and a student enrolment of about SO.-"*
By July 1921 the college was self-supporting,'** and by
December of 1921, there were 69 students."" The May issue
of the Seattle Chiropractor records that at a faculty election
O.N. Campbell, a Palmer graduate, was elected President of
the college, and Traub was appointed General Manager."' By
November 1922 Traub had severed his connection with the
school, and under new management and new organisation
the school took on a new life."^ During 1923 the Seattle school
became inoperative."'
The Searbys met several of Seattle's chiropractors, who
ail advised them to go to Davenport. After turning down
Traub's offer. Mack met Fred and Mabel Ring, Palmer
graduates of 1920, who immediately requested the Searbys
to come under their care, refusing to accept any form of
payment. A l l were badly out of shape since the accident,
and baby Gayer, who had seemed the least affected, had been
the worst and had lost four pounds in one week. After eight
weeks of chiropractic care. Gayer had gained nine pounds.'^
Other Seattle chiropractors, primarily Palmer graduates,
such as Vic and Genevieve Nelson, Helen Glass, Rufus St
Onge, and also Roger Dunham, a member of the state board
who was not a Palmer graduate, but a graduate of the National
School and a strong straight chiropractor, and soon to be the
first president of the National Board of Chiropractic
Examiners, made Searby realise, that there could also be nonPalmer graduates who were good chiropractors. From them
they learned more of the principles and philosophy of
chiropractic, and obtained two text books—Harry Vedder's
Physiology and Gynecology, which they started to study.""
Seattle at the time had a very high rate of unemployment.
Some 15,000 men were looking for work, and Mack had to
try and feed his family. He found it almost impossible to
earn enough, taking any job available, and he worked as a
canvasser, gardener, door-to-door honey pedlar, wood
chopper, at times even had to accept charity from breadlines
and soup kitchens to survive. They knew they had to get to
Davenport—but how? They could not take the train, as they
had no money. They could not stay in Seattle, for they could
not make a living. Things looked black indeed, and there
was no prospect of them growing brighter.'^" So Searby
wrote a letter to the Palmer School explaining their nonarrival. B.J. sympathised with their misfortune and offered
the Searbys a chance to work their way through school, if
they could manage to get there.-'
You can't stump a woman with the real sunset glow in her
hair, however, and though Mack felt that the fates were all
against them, Dorothy Searby's face was bright with hope

24

and faith, and a gleam of determination beamed from her
brown eyes. Something had to be done. In some way they
had to reach Davenport, for something seemed to tell her
that when they reached The PSC they would find some way
to get along. As they did not have the money to ride, Dorothy
suggested to Mack that they start walking. If they did, each
day would bring them nearer to their goal, and eventually
they would arrive. Mack received her suggestion very
politely, telling her that she was crazy. To think of attempting
a hike of more than 2,000 miles with a little girl and a baby
was sheer madness. But she had given the matter much
thought, and when Mack realised that she was in earnest and
determined to make the journey, he knew that he might just
as well get ready to start.'^ Dorothy had been getting regular
adjustments for the past three months, ever since arriving in
Seattle, felt on top of the world, and knew that her next baby
would be due in three months.""
Dr Ring, at a meeting of the Chiropractors' Association,
told what the Searbys had determined to do, so they raised a
fund of $43, which served to furnish some things they would
need on the journey, among which was an old-fashioned
second-hand baby carriage. In this they could ride the baby
and carry some of their scant baggage.'The Seattle newspapers heard of the plan, and the PostIntelligencer induced local firms to build a pushcart heavy
enough to carry the baby, supplies, etc. At this point the
Seattle medical men took a hand by informing the firm
making the cart, the Standard Furniture Company, that they
would oppose such an undertaking on the part of the woman
and children. The firm asked Dorothy if she would clear
them by going to the Public Health Officer for a physical
examination. To oblige them she went and was informed
point blank before even an examination was made that they
could not think of sanctioning such a trip. Said Dorothy,
"Well if you don't give me a certificate I am going with a
baby buggy. If you do give me one I can get a more suitable
pushcart. But I am going in any case." In face of such
determination the doctor then gave a thorough examination
and once more informed Dorothy he could not give his
sanction, trying to scare her by saying that the baby would
arrive in less than two months instead of three. Dorothy was
not impressed. Turning to the motherly old nurse for
confirmation of his stand, the doctor got an unexpected rebuff
and Dorothy an ally. Said the nurse, " I f this young woman is
determined to go, I think we should help her instead of
hindering her. She is the kind that will see a thing through."
The doctor finally issued his certificate.'"

The March
Easter Sunday, April 17, 1921, was the day the Searby
push-cart party finally began their long pilgrimage to
Davenport. They had made the decision to contact
chiropractors on the way, not only to receive adjustments,
but also to learn more about how other individuals were
practising it. Mack used his experience of the newspaper
and publicity industry to call attention to his family's journey
and painted slogans onto canvas and attached them to their
cart. He endeavoured to see the mayor or other local officials,
newspaper proprietors and other important business people
in every village and town they passed through, to tell them
of their trip to study chiropractic. Thus they got news
coverage, which created opportunities to sell picture postcards
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of their faitiily with their wagon, and also poems created on
the way, to newspapers and townspeople alike, to gain
sufficient funds to feed their family. Several times they ran
out of money and postcards at the same time. At other times
they had as few as half a dozen cards printed, which they
sold to be able to buy a larger number of cards.
We're on our way to see B.J,
B.J of Davenport!
His hair is long and his whiskers short—
If you haven't seen B.J you ought.
B.J! BJ! of Davenport.
For this the world may thank B.J.:
He paved the Chiropractic way.
While the old style humbugs sneer and snort
We'll yell, "B.J. of Davenport!"
This is the marching song that Kidsy, as Dorothy was
called, wrote and that they sang along many a weary mile of
desert and mountain. Sometimes it was only to the sagebrush
and jack rabbits that they sang it to, and sometimes it echoed
down the valleys of the mountains, and at other times their
listeners consisted of beings of the human variety. It always
cheered them on, and Bluebell demanded it twenty times a
day. She surely was anxious to see B.J."
One evening when the roses were glowing in her cheeks
and her smile was as gay as a fairy's laugh, Dorothy told her
she was just a darling kid. "Your face is as lovely as B.J.'s?"
"Yes, lots lovelier," was Dorothy's laughing reply. "Is it
truly?" asked Bluebell. "Didn't you say that Miss Glass said
that B.J. was the most wonderful man there ever was and
had the kindest, loveliest face?'""
They had to explain to her that as far as they knew B.J.'s
face was plain but honest, and that Miss Glass's terms
probably referred more to B.J.'s loveliness of character than
to his personal beauty. This did not dampen her enthusiasm
or desire to see B.J., however. Bluebell's one desire in life
was to see B.J.""
From Seattle they followed the Cedar River valley in a
south-easterly direction to North Bend, crossed the Cascade
Range at Snoqualmie Pass, some 3,022 feet above sea level,
and then down through the Yakima River valley via Easton
and Ellersby to Yakima, the county seat, some 140 miles from
Seattle. Here they needed to be adjusted and met H. A. Call
and also visited with William Yohann, both Palmer graduates.
They continued on to Sunnyside, where they met the Olsen
brothers, and on to Prosser, some 50 miles from Yakima,
where they were adjusted by W.E. Mittan. As for the
Washington chiropractors they had met, with the exception
of Traub they had only good experiences.""

have been a chiropractor for 20 years (doubtful, as his name
does not appear among D.D. Palmer's early students), but
was unable to give a proper adjustment.
They followed the route of the Old Oregon Trail through
the Umatilli Indian reserve, crossed the Blue Mountains range
at Dead Man's Pass, (3,796 feet) and after 53 miles came to
La Grande, seat of Union county, where they found two good
chiropractors, H. O. Brown and Mrs. Myers.
Forty-five miles later they arrived in Baker, Oregon, where
they thankfully found Biggs to look after them. When they
arrived at Baker, they were completely out of postcards and
money. Mack happened to glance up at a window where
there was a sign displayed, "Postcards Printed." Mack took
his photoengraving, went in and asked the proprietor if he
would print a few cards on credit. Then he would .sell, come
back and pay for them and buy some more. This man was
one of those good sports that keep alive one's faith in human
nature, because he told Mack that he would print him 2,000
cards and he could continue his journey, sell the cards and
send payment when he could.
The Portland Shriners were having a convention in Baker,
and these boys, always ready to spend their money in a good
cause, bought up Mack's entire stock of cards, so he was
able to pay his printing bill and lay in a fresh stock of cards
for the continuation of his journey.'^
Some 75 miles later they crossed the Snake River, which
forms the border between Oregon and Idaho, to Payette. In
Idaho they found both mixers and straights. In Payette, they
found a husband and wife who hated B.J. They had graduated
from a "refined school," the Davenport School o f
Chiropractic,"" which was known for stealing PSC students
when they arrived at the railroad station, and whose principal
was involved in a diploma-selling racket."'"'
They made their way along the Snake River valley some
35 miles to Caldwell, where they met Nida, a Carver graduate,
who could give a good adjustment, and in discussing
chiropractic with him, they were impressed with his
understanding. After the Searbys met other Carver graduates,
they wondered whether Carver considered Nida a credit to
his school, because most Carver graduates at that time turned
out to be poor adjusters, and mixing was their general mode
of practice.""
They travelled on to Nampa, only 8 miles as the crow
flies, where Bluebell needed an adjustment. They could only
find Cornwell, Chiropractor and Electrical Treatments, who
refused to give a proper adjustment after he learned the
Searbys were on their way to see Palmer.""

At Prosser they turned due south to the Columbia River
(49 miles), which they crossed into Oregon. They made their
way through the Umatilla Valley to Pendleton (35 miles),
where they found a totally different situation.

About 20 miles later they arrived at their next major stop,
Boise, Idaho, the state capital, which they considered to be a
chiropractic stronghold. The family was adjusted by Win
Hall, who thought that B.J. was America's leading citizen.
They also discussed chiropractic with J.M. Thissen.""

Oregon was a mixer state, conforming to the ideas of what
the Searbys conceived to be a semi-medical school. They
could not get a decent adjustment, and found that the office
of the state secretary stank like a drugstore and was presided
over by a white-capped nurse.
Another Pendleton
"chiropractor" had every modality ever invented, claimed to

Some 120 miles later they came to Buhl and met Venter
and Helen Fritz, and then on to Twin Falls (12 miles), where
they arrived on 6 June 1922, some seven weeks after leaving
Seattle. They had covered more than 640 miles in 50 days,
including rest days, but the most difficult terrain was still
ahead of them. They camped at the Tourist Park, and as usual,

Chiropractic Journal of Australia
Volume

31

Number

1 March

2001

25

THE SEARBY SAGA
PETERS • CHANCE

told their story to the local newspaper, this time the Twin
Falls Daily Times, which not only published their story, but
also that already 50 Idaho people had written letters to
relatives, which the Searbys were asked to take along and
distribute in Iowa. These letters boosted the state of Idaho
and asked the recipients to come west to the "Gem State."
The paper also published material on Australia, as provided
by Mack, a policy he had throughout this trip and beyond.""
After being adjusted by Stone and Haviland, they moved on
again, leaving the Oregon Trail and heading for the Utah
border, some 113 miles away. Another 70 miles later they
reached Ogden and were adjusted by R.H. McCune.
They arrived in Salt Lake City in late June, after marching
another 37 miles. Here they met with William Scare, W.H.
Pyott, A.B. Kesler and Ben Johnson.""
Benjamin R. Johnson was the fourth chiropractor in history
to go to jail for practising chiropractic, after D.D. Palmer of
Davenport, Brown of Akron, Ohio, and Tullius Ratledge of
L^s Angeles."" Johnson, then of Manti, Utah, was arrested
on 15 September 1915, found guilty in September of 1916
with a sentence of $100 or 100 days in jail. He commenced
his sentence on 26 September 1916. On 29 November, about
50 of his patients from nearly every town and hamlet in the
county called at the County Court House in Manti and,
unknown to him, paid the unexpired portion of his fine in
pennies, obtained his release and stormed his cell.'" The case
of the prosecution was based on the fact that Johnson had
adjusted a young girl and had restored her sight."
Kesler wrote to B.J. Palmer commenting on the newspaper
releases the Searbys had been able to generate and inc uded
a clipping from the oldest and largest newspaper in Utah, the
Deseret News, and advised B.J. that their story had not only
been written up in nearly every town along the route, but had
been told to hundreds of automobile tourists along the way,
and that they had been filmed by eight of the large film
companies, and that these films were currently being shown
all over the United States.
Kesler also suggested to B.J. that on arrival in Davenport,
Palmer students should get a "mile-long rope" and have the
student body pull the wagon through downtown Davenport
to the Palmer school on top of the hill, and have film
companies cover the event.
On Independence Day, 4 July 1922, Kesler persuaded the
Searbys to accept a pull and a ride of some 80 miles, most of
it uphill, crossing the Wasatch Range at Daniel Pass, some
8,000 feet high, with Strawberry Peak (9,756) to their right,
and Currant Peak (10,584) to their left. He pulled them into
the Strawberry River valley, where they camped overnight,
before he returned to Salt Lake City.'^
The next goal was Vernal, still some 95 miles away. Along
the way they were fortunate to gain another ride. Ernst
Bamberger, a business man from Salt Lake City, had given
them a considerable lift in his Marmon before they got to
Vernal, Utah, a tiny oasis in a great thirst country, as Dorothy
mused.""
They had expected to find a chiropractor in Vernal, seat of
Uintah County, but there was none. Neither was any work to
be had, and they were broke again. The baby was two weeks
off, and Dorothy determined that she would rather chance

the heat and long, dusty road to Glenwood Springs. They
crossed the Green River into Colorado, passed by the
Dinosaur National Monument, on to Rangely, then followed
the White River to Meeker, some 108 miles from Vernal.
After receiving several lifts they arrived in Meeker on 11
July 1922. There they camped overnight and had their story
published in the White River Review}'^ Over the next 60plus miles in the direction of Glenwood springs, luck was
with them again with a few lifts, because time was running
out, with the baby expected any time. They walked the last
14 miles along the Colorado River into Glenwood Springs in
one day. They had beaten the stork. Dorothy swam 400
yards in the open-air pool and had an adjustment by some
Carver graduates.
Baby Michael arrived exactly one hour from the first
warning, which woke Dorothy during the night. She walked
to the sanitarium, a distance of one-half mile, arriving 20
minutes ahead of Michael. The birth was almost painless,
and Dorothy was up and walking about on the sixth day and
went back to camp next day. On the tenth day Dorothy and
Michael went swimming, and they enjoyed their rest and
relaxation and the hot springs for 16 days,"" a rest much
needed to prepare them for the next stage, Glenwood to
Denver, 158 miles. This also necessitated printing new
postcards of their family, now grown to five (Figure 2).
The most difficult part was now ahead of them, not only
because of the additional workload and responsibility of
another baby, but also the most physically demanding part of
this journey, pushing and pulling their 600-pound cart across
the Rocky Mountains. Leaving the Sawatch Range to their
right, they marched on, on a continual incline, until about 75
miles later they had reached Vail Pass (10,560 feet) and started
their descent in the direction of Denver, more than another
80 miles away.
They arrived in Denver at the beginning of September, at
a time when Colorado chiropractors were meeting. They
met many from different parts of the state, and of course
Denver chiropractors, such as the Johnson twins and Leo
Spears. For the first time they were exposed to the "New
Posture" adjustment, a technique which was taught for the
first time at the 14-25 August 1922 review course held at the
Palmer School of Chiropractic.'' The "New Posture"
adjustment later became known as the "Knee-Chest Posture,"
which B.J. had been developing for some time and finalised
during his trip to the orient in 1921. Anecdotal evidence
suggests that the idea was sealed when B.J. watched a
beheading in China.
On Labor Day, Monday, 4 September 1922, the Searbys
attended a "Children's Rodeo" in Denver. Bluebell, age
seven, entered as a trapper in a costume made of skins, won
first prize, a small burro valued at $35. They hoped the burro
would make their burden easier by pulling the cart, however
he was of the stubborn kind and would not move. Mack
eventually sold him for $6.'^
Leaving Denver, they followed the South Platte River to
Greeley (64 miles). Fort Morgan (46 miles), Sterling (46
miles) and Jonesburg (60 miles), where they left Colorado
and entered Nebraska, on to North Platte (75 miles)—where
the South and North Platte rivers join to form the Platte, a
major tributary of the Missouri river—and Fort Kearny (80
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Figure 2. The Searby family after Glenwood Springs, Colarado. Left to right: Gayer, Bluebell, Mackie, Michael and Dorothy. (Courtesy Palmer
College Archives)

miles), where they took a detour to Minden (22 miles). The
35 miles between Minden and Hastings they covered in one
day," with Bluebell walking the entire distance. On arrival
in Hastings she was not tired and demanded to be taken
downtown to buy a doll that had been promised her.-'
They arrived in Exeter, 52 miles further east, in early
October and camped in the Auto Park, where their push-cart
attracted more attention than any other vehicle that had
appeared in Exeter during the previous year, and quite a crowd
enquired about their journey.^' Fifty-five miles later they
arrived at Lincoln, where they met Sylva Ashworth, a Palmer
graduate of the 1910 class, mother of Ruth Cleveland, and
one of the future founders of the International College of
Chiropractors. On to Omaha, where they met Lee Edwards,
M D , DC, President of the Nebraska Chiropractors'
Association, one of the early members of the Universal
Chiropractors Association, and one of the expert witnesses
frequently called upon in trials of chiropractors charged with
practising medicine without a licence. Mack was very much
impressed with an editorial published in the Omaha WorldHerald on 17 October 1922 entitled "Courage," which he
quoted in one of his articles.""
Leaving Omaha, they crossed into Iowa at Council Bluffs
and trekked to Woodbine (41 miles), where they met A.V.
Coble, a Davenport Chiropractic College graduate, who in
mid-September had been tried in a medically instigated
malpractice case.'" Twenty-one miles later, in Denniston,
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they met with L.A. Larsen, a National graduate, and in
Glidden, 28 miles further on, they discussed chiropractic with
Ann Beth Taylor. When some 26 miles later, in Jefferson,
where Eva Walker Winey was making a name for herself,
they were made aware that the Iowa Chiropractors'
Association was holding a three-day convention (30 October
- 1 November) at the Savery Hotel in Des Moines, they veered
south-east for 60 miles and arrived in time for the convention.
The Des Moines Register of 31 October 1922 noted that
among the delegates attending were Mr and Mrs R.C.M.
Searby, who with their three small children are nearing the
end of a 2,500 mile hike from Seattle to Davenport. It had
taken them about 13 days to travel the 175 miles from Omaha
to Des Moines.
Mackie and Dorothy had their first glimpse of B.J. when
he delivered his lecture "Cleaning the Chiropractic House."
They also became aware of Carver, a long-time antagonist
of B.J., unsuccessfully attempting to hold a counterconvention and then to no avail crashing the Iowa Chiropractors' Association convention."" They also met, among
many others, the Julanders of Des Moines. A strong supporter
of B.J. and president of the Iowa Association, he (Julander)
was a graduate of the Davenport College of Chiropractic,
and one of the founders of the Delta Sigma Chi Fraternity in
1913.
After the Des Moines convention the Searbys continued
east, via Grinnell, to Davenport, some 180 miles away, where
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they arrived on Thursday, 23 November 1922. It took three
weeks to cover the last 180 miles, averaging 8'/2 miles per
day, slowed down and bogged by Iowa's notorious mud roads.
They camped at Forest Park Tourist Camp, and at 10:00 the
following morning were met at the court house and
enthusiastically welcomed by thousands of students braving
the cold November winds. As suggested by Kesler of Salt
Lake City, a long rope was attached to Searby's wagon and
eagerly grasped by a thousand students. With the P.S.C. band
in the lead, the long procession marched along Ripley Street
to Second, east to Perry, north to Third, west to Brady, and
then up Brady Hill to the school. Back of the cart came one
of B.J's Velies bearing the Searby family, looking none the
worse for their long hike, but smiling and feeling happy that
the long grind was over. Then followed a long line of students
in their automobiles.
When the bunch had gathered in front of his residence,
B.J. introduced first "Mack" Searby, who responded with a
few remarks of appreciation of the welcome accorded to them.
He said that all along the line he had heard so much of B.J.
that he anticipated seeing a very great man, but when he met
B.J. recently in Des Moines he found a greater man than he
anticipated meeting. Mrs Searby was then introduced, and,
standing on the parapet of B.J.'s porch in her khaki shirt and
corduroy breeches, the very picture of sturdy womanhood,
with her face wreathed in smiles, she said: "We are glad to
be here, and though the weather is quite cold I am sure that
with such a warm welcome one would feel comfortable even
in a bathing suit."'^
They had covered the distance of nearly 2,500 miles in
221 days, through deserts and farmland, across mountains
and plains, over all kinds of roads—mainly bad—and in all
kinds of weather. Part of the way snow was on the road, and
a lot of the way the hot sun and desert sands burned them.
For many weary weeks they drank only alkali water, some
days and nights they were wet through and through, and many
times the task had seemed too great, beyond endurance, but
always, sooner or later, they would reach a chiropractor and
get adjustments that took the kink out of their spines and the
kinks out of their outlook, and they could see their goal steady
and clear before them once again.""
When the Searbys started their journey there was a total
of 2,925,000 miles (4,707,300 km) of roads in the United
States. Surfaced roads amounted to only 387,000 miles,
approximately 15% of all roads, primarily in the population
centres of the eastern United States.'' At the end of the
twentieth century the distance from Seattle to Davenport, now
reduced, by more direct routes, to 2,265 miles, via Boise,
Salt Lake City, Denver, Omaha and Des Moines can be
travelled entirely on interstate freeways—with exception of
322 miles on state highways between Salt Lake City to Vernal,
Utah, to Riffle, Colorado—in a recommended driving time
of only 38 hours.""

Palmer and Beyond
On Monday, 27 November, Mackie signed contracts with
the Palmer School of Chiropractic for their education, a threeyear degree and spinograph course. As he was flat broke, he
signed a note for $450 for himself and a second one for
Dorothy in the amount of $150, the then valid tuition for a
husband and wife enrolling together. He gave his former
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profession as real estate and newspaper work, stated both he
and Dorothy were high school graduates, and gave his age as
44 years, adding some 14 years to his birth age. They started
class on 16 December 1922 as student numbers 10602 and
10603 respectively."
As part of their story had already been published in the
Palmer School newspaper U-Tell-Em on 15 November,'' with
a follow-up story on the 29th,'^ they became immediately
well known to the student body. A freshman by the name of
Ida May greeted them with a poem:"*
THE SEARBYS
The Searbys have come from Australia's far shore,
Where they heard of our P.S.C.'s fame;
After two years of travel, with mishaps galore.
With a cart and three babies they came.
So come hither, kind friends, while I sing you a song
Of sheer courage, endurance and pluck.
Which may bolster your spirit the whole way along
If you think you are down on your luck.
Two babies have come since they started their trip;
They've met accidents, strikes and delays;
While coming across there was fire on their ship.
Which in turn held them back many days.
But in spite of all odds, they arrived here at last.
After hiking it clear from the coast;
With courage undaunted that can't be outclassed.
To unite with our PS.C. host.
Do we welcome them now? Absolutely—we do!
For it's spirit like theirs that we need
To spread Chiropractic—its principles true—
That in time the whole world may take heed.

The Searbys responded in kind:"
We thank you, Chiro Ida May
For what you wrote about us.
We hope by now the Mixers know
'T'will take all hell to rout us.
From where we stand, on rock, not sand.
With B.J. square behind us.
And trust a hundred years from now
That this is where you find us.
We've got the hunch, you spiffy bunch.
Don't need a prophylactic
To make you straighten out your gait—
You stand for chiropractic.
Mack and Kidsy Searby.

As a part of raising funds for living expenses, the Searbys
presented a lecture in the PSC Auditorium, illustrated with
over 100 lantern slides made from photographs taken on their
journey from Australia to Davenport. Tickets sold at 15 cents,
and each class had at least one representative from whom
tickets could be obtained.'""'"' The program pamphlet,
sponsored by C.L. Lutes, proprietor of the Chiropractic
Supply Company, 526 Brady Street, included the Searby story
and offered for sale Searby postcards and poems written by
Mackie. The Searbys also offered themselves as agents to
companies or individuals who supply products that students
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need. The evening's proceedings were opened by B.J.
himself, followed by the Searbys, who told their stories in
four parts: Australia and New Zealand; Seattle to the Oregon
border; Oregon, Idaho and Utah; Colorado, Nebraska and
Iowa.*"'
Mack also earned living expenses by selling pure honey—
5 lb pails for 90(2, 10 lb pails for $1.70, delivered at the
PSC'''—and two months later, in May 1923, he had two kinds
of honey for sale. White Clover and Red Top, in 5 lb, 6 lb
and 101b cans, selling for 85(Z, $1 and $1.50 a can respectively.
He also advertised cheap, comfortable sleeping
accommodation in a furnished two-room flat at 1311
LeClaire, at $16 per month.""
Their ability to communicate kept them busy. Mackie
addressed the International Chiropractors' Association—in
those days a foreign students association—on the topic,
"Australia as a Field for the PSC Chiropractor," and published
articles in The Chiropractor and Clinical Journal and The
Fountain Head News. He publicised Australia, not only at
the various stops of their journey, but at the PSC and to the
profession as a whole, and called for a hundred chiropractors
to go to Australia and pioneer chiropractic there, as with only
Sydney having resident chiropractors at that time patients in
need of chiropractic services would have to travel up to 3,000
miles.'"'' He may thus have influenced John L. Smiley of
Arkansas, and George, Joseph and May Theroux of Canada
to come to Australia to practise.
He suggested to B.J. that speakers should be trained to
boost chiropractic,'"'" that the 1923 Lyceum should be
dedicated to the Jailbirds,*"' and commented on the "Service
Concept.'"""
Dorothy appeared to be the better student and was
presented by B.J. with a picture of Mabel Palmer for the best
essay written by a woman on B.J.'s freshman lecture on "The
Big Idea.'"""
She retells their story from a woman's point of view, and
asks for input on a projected book Chiropractic—hs Influence
on the Unborn Babe and Its Mother."' Her first draft, with
material collected from various chiropractors, was found to
be totally anecdotal and could not be used for its intended
purpose—national publicity. With the support of B.J. she
requested that all who had helped should document their cases
so that the standard required could be reached."'" Apparently
the project was abandoned, as the Palmer Archives have no
information on its publication. Dorothy also acted as reporter
for her class.'^
A short paragraph appears in the 19 July 1923 issue of UTell-Em stating that Mack and Dorothy Searby are expected
to be back soon. They had gone off hiking with a group of
boy scouts. However, it appears that Mackie went walkabout, for his records indicate that his schooling lasted six
months and 23 days, bringing it to a close on 7 July 1923.
Anecdotal evidence suggests that Mackie felt he had learned
all he needed to know, but it is probably more correct to
consider the difficulty of earning sufficient funds to feed and
house his family of five to be the real reason. While no longer
attending classes. Mack was listed as working on the Lyceum
1923 Press Committee."
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Figure 3. The Searbys as they appeared in the July 1924 Class
Composite. (Courtesy Palmer College Archives)

Some time later they moved to Chicago, where Mackie
bought honey in 60 pound tins, rebottled them into one- and
two-pound jars and hawked them door to door in Chicago
and neighbouring localities.' They did, however keep in touch
with B.J. and Mabel.'"
In April 1924 Mack published a paper discussing the
element of time as the ingredient lacking in most formulae
for the betterment of man's condition, and came to the
conclusion that "We will live when we embrace, not the
adjustment, but the Big Idea behind the adjustment, that we
are part of Universal Power, shut off only as long as we wish
to.'"'
Mackie and Dorothy appear in cap and gown in the
composite of the July 1924 graduating class, though they had
not attended classes for a year. (Figure 3) They attended the
1924 Lyceum, where B.J. officially introduced the
Neurocalometer to the profession,"" and gave full support to
Mabel and B.J."

Return to Australia
Mackie's father had an orchard of 800 apple and 80 peach
trees about 1 'A miles out of Allgate, near Adelaide. When he
suffered a stroke, Mackie and the boys returned to Australia
with the intention of giving adjustments to his father to
overcome the results of the stroke. They arrived in Auckland
on 29 February 1928, and then moved on to Adelaide. To
earn a living in South Australia, Mack sold scissors and pipes
from store to store.'
In July 1928 he wrote to B.J. from Glenelg that his dad
was now able to walk by himself at times in a busy street, but
that he had not gotten him well yet, but was confident that
this would also happen.
He also mentioned that he was looking after a young lady
patient suffering from severe eye trouble. Her medical
practitioner had diagnosed choroiditis. She had gone
thereafter to someone who called himself a chiropractor, who,
without even examining her, told her to go back to her medical
practitioner, as chiropractic could not help. Mack took her
on as a patient, found subluxations at Axis, C3, T12 and L4,
adjusted her spine, not her choroiditis, and within three weeks
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the South Pacific, including New Zealand, Australia, South
East Asia, China and the Philippine Islands. They were to
sail on the Tahiti, the ship that brought the Searbys to the
United States, but the Tahiti sank on the trip from New
Zealand to San Francisco. Therefore the Palmers had to
transfer to Vancouver, where they left on 17 September on
the Union Steamship Company's liner S. S. Aorangi."' When,
after lecturing in New Zealand, B.J. and Mabel arrived in
Sydney on 4 November 1930 aboard the Ulimaroa of the
Huddard-Parker Line on its regular run between Wellington
and Sydney, the Searbys were part of the welcoming
committee which met the Palmers quayside. As a member
of the organising committee, Searby had been in charge of
arranging for speaking arrangements for both B.J. and Mabel,
with the Legacy Club, Geographical Society and the Graziers
Association for B.J. and the Feminist Club and United
Associations for Mabel. He had also arranged a meeting
with Walter Burley Griffin, the American architect who had
designed Canberra, and later Griffith and the Castlecreagh
area of Sydney. As B.J. was quite a connoisseur of caves,
the Coxons and Searbys took him to the Jenolan Caves, and
also arranged for an official tour of the Sydney Harbour
Bridge, still under construction. Mack Searby, ever the
publicist, suggested to B.J.—knowing that he would
eventually publish his trip into the southern hemisphere—to
call the book "Upside Down with B.J." It would take some
23 years, but when B.J. published his experiences on this
trip, he titled his book Upside Down and Right Side Up with
B.y."'
By November 1931 the Searbys' telephone listing included
not only the Neurocalometer, but now also x-ray. In August
1936 they are listed for the first time in the professional
directory of The Chiropractor as:
Figure 4. Dorothy Searby as she appears in the 1929 Recoil
Palmer School Yearbook. (Courtesy Palmer College Archives)

she had recovered. She had been unable to read for several
months, but could now read again. She had been unable to
see across the street for about a year; she could now recognise
friends again across the street, and her general health had
improved markedly.™
Meanwhile, Dorothy and Bluebell, who had stayed behind,
returned to Davenport, where Dorothy re-entered the Palmer
School and continued her studies. She published two papers
in The Chiropractor on standards'" and on intolerance,""
became active in the public speakers group, the International
Chiropractors' Association, and the Sigma Phi Chi Sorority,
where she served as editor of "Sorority News" in The
Chiropractor. She graduated on 22 April 1929 with a DC
degree and an X-Ray certificate, having gained 30 As, 9 Bs
and 2 Cs in her examinations." On 1 May 1929 Dorothy and
Bluebell sailed from Vancouver to Adelaide."'
After visiting in Adelaide, they moved to Sydney, where
they established a practice in the Government Savings Bank
Building, 14-18 Castlereagh, Suite 815, listing their
Neurocalometer service in the classified section of the
November 1929 Sydney Telephone Directory.
On 6 September 1930 B.J. and Mabel Palmer left
Davenport for San Francisco to start a five-month trip around
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SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA
R.C.M. & D. SEARBY
CHIROPRACTORS
NEUROCALOMETER and X-Ray Service
Hole-in-One — Stereoscopic Technic
Suite 906 Government Savings Bank Building
14 Castlereagh Street
This is the first listing indicating HIO and stereo x-rays.
Previous listings by Coxon, Eraser and Bolton listed NCM
and x-ray only.""
In 1938 they joined the Chiropractic Health Bureau, a
protective association founded by B.J. Palmer after he
resigned from the Universal Chiropractors'Association. They
are listed in the directory as Searby, Dorothy, DC, PSC, and
Searby RCM, Chiropractor. It is important to note the
differentiation in their designations, as in the early preregistration years in the United States students in their final
stages were allowed to go out to practise under the title of
"Chiropractor," and then return for their final studies and
graduate as Doctors of Chiropractic. Other CHB members
at the time were Stanley W. Bolton, J. M. Eraser and Hadley
N. Rowell."'
When in 1938 the Australian Chiropractors'Association
(ACA)—a straight "hands only, spine only" association—•
was formed, both Dorothy and Mackie applied for and gained
membership. Mackie was accepted as a grandfather, as he
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had practised straight chiropractic for a period of seven years,
one of the requirements for non-graduates of approved
schools. Mackie was elected to a committee to help John
Askew Scott, DC, past president of both the New Zealand
and Australian Chiropractors' Association and the British
Chiropractors' Association, write the constitution and rules
for the new association. Mack was also elected to the
executive committee and appointed to the defence committee.
The five graduate chiropractors who were practising in South
Australia did not join, because they objected to the acceptance
of non-graduate Searby to the Association."
Later that year, on 20 December 1938, Gayer Searby
enrolled at the Palmer School to begin his studies. This turned
out to be the beginning of a family break-up, as Mack and
Dorothy parted company, the practice was sold to James L.
Cosh, Mack established a practice at 79 Swanston Street,
Melbourne, and Michael Searby enrolled at the PSC on 7
August 1939.
With the outbreak of World War II Gayer enlisted in the
Royal Air Force, and when the United States entered into the
conflict, Michael, who was a U.S. citizen by birth, was drafted
into the U.S. military, where he served as a flight instructor
on Liberators, and was killed in an air crash. On learning of
her youngest son's death, Dorothy's beautiful red hair turned
white overnight.
In August 1941 Mack published a pamphlet in Melbourne
entitled The Spinal Way, the Final Way. Designed as an
information pamphlet for patients, it reads more like an essay
on the ills of the world.'*''
While he did not attend the 1941 meeting of the ACA, his
paper, "What I Make of Chiropractic," was read at the
meeting. In 1943 he resigned from the ACA and became a
foundation member of the Chiropractors' Association of
Victoria.
When Gayer graduated in 1947, Dorothy joined him in
purchasing the practice of Stephenson in Crown Street,
Wollongong, where they practised until May 1950, when
Gayer took over his father's practice in Melbourne.
Mack moved to Baimsdale, where he and his step-daughter
Janet Shirley (O'Brien) Searby practised for a while. Dorothy
remained in Wollongong for a few more years, then retired
to Darwin, where Bluebell was living, practised on a limited
schedule, and finally moved to Perth where Bluebell had
relocated, and spent her last days there.^ Mack lived to the
ripe old age of eighty and died in Sydney in 1972.

CONCLUSIONS
Mack Searby was indeed a colourful character who could
spin a good yarn and turn adversity to his advantage. Our
investigations did show that some details of his account of
his family's epic journey to Davenport, Iowa are inconsistent
with the published record, however even the most critical
reading of the evidence could not diminish the enormity of
the Searbys' achievement. Their courage, resourcefulness
and belief in chiropractic made them survivors in the best
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tradition of that heroic era, and their remarkable feat remains
unparalleled in the history of the profession.
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