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Forty Years Ago.

“he [irst use of Chiropractic 1in
this country that we have any knowledge
of was 1in New York City nearly half
a century ago. 4 Hr. Bradford, who 1in
1902 investigated Chiropractic, after
spinal examination and adjustment, re-
marked that he had been cured of a disease
of the kidneys by a similar method more
than forty years before in WNew York
City. lle said that the doctor--whose
name he had forgotten--made some remark-
able cures in that place and afterwards
went to Baltimore, Fut he was unable
to give further information concerning
the man or his methods.

The first school for the teachking
of spinal adjus et by this system
was founded in Davenport, Iowa, by D.D.
Palmer, six years ago. He conducted

this school wntil about a year ago and
then moved from fowa to one of the westernm
states. Dr. Palmer gave the method Lhe
peculiar and appropriate name by which
it 15 known today.

The next report comes from a patient
named Dvorsky and shows that this system
of spitnal adjustment was 1in use some
time before it was practiced in the
United States. Mr. Dvorsky states that
his family have practiced a method of
replacing displaced vertet ' for three
generations, and from his explanation
of method it <s evident that, though
crude and unscientific, it i1s unmistakably
Chiropractic in idea.

The first Dvorsky to practice such
replacement learmed the work from a
doctor in Prague, Bohemia, about seventy-

five years ago, and was associated with
him in his | ‘tice there, employing
spinal adjustments in the lreatment

of wvarious diseases. This Dvorsky taught
each of his children the method as he
had learned it and they in Lurn instructed
their children, and thus it became a
family remedy which they used with them-
selves and with such of their neighbors
as had faitlh in its merits. My informnt
tells me that the Dvorskys all had weak
spines  that required attention very
often, and the reason for this seems
very plain to me. Tthe adjus nt was
made by applying pressure along the
spine with the <intention of moving the
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vertebrae into place, being apprised
of success by the clicking sound made
by the articular facets as they came

together. But they overlooked the f[act
Lthat vertebrae can be displaced as easily
as they can be adjusted, and that there
18 no audible indication of their having

ved when they are displaced. Haphazard
pressure along the spine puts as many
vertebrae out of joint as it replaces,

and if continued day after day the
strength of the gjoint will surely be
lessened. Anyone would have a weak

spine 1if their vertebrae were shoved
in and out of place from childhood to
old age.12

At least D.D. Palmer
for naming chiropractic
founding the first school.

The ploy of proclaiming some person other
than D.D. Palmer as the progenitor and origi-
nator of chiropractic pervades the profession's
history until the present time. This allows
pseudo-originators to formulate different
theories and doctrines to establish themselves
as authorities, leaders, or luminaries of the
chiropractic profi  on.

Langworthy's attempt to lace D.D. as
the or _ iator of chiropractic pertained to
the chiropractic adjustic art—the singular
spontaneous manual movement rendered by
the adjustor to the displaced bony segment
of a patient to restore structural integrity
and correct the associated nerve impingement.

Dvorsky's Bohemian ancestors in Czecho-
slavakia cmployed a peasant practice called
"Napravit" or "Napravovani,"?J to straighten
the bent back by walking on it, and other
methods.44  The peasants had no intention
of replacing a displaced vertebra to remove
nerve impingement, but merely cracked the
back to feel better. Therefore, Napravit
was not a science or method composed of
principles and stated objectives. Later, aspiring
chiropractic "luminaries" were to cite the
"Bohemian Napravit Birth" of chiropractic
and added others, such as some M.D., osteopath,
peasant, football player (really) or some per-
sonage as the originator of chiropractic.
D.D., in a humorous manner, mentioned a
few more that his detractors could investigate,
such as the Japanese peasant practice

was given credit
appropriately and
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