





























there were specific differences. To Palmer, the standard
EEG used pads that were too broad and were never
accurate because of the environmental influences on the
human organism. He criticized those who did not use
shielded and grounded booths. The timpograph used pin-
point sized pads with eight leads that were placed in
strategic regions: (1) the mental impulse leaving the
brain; (2) the site of the subluxation; (3) the site above
the subluxation; (4) the site below the subluxation; (5) a
location on the limbs, and (6, 7, and 8) the return afferent
locations (124).

According to Palmer, they measured the mental
impulse at five millionths of a volt. Also, as might be
expected with Palmer’s eclectic personality, he claimed
that he was able to magnify this measurement 400 trillion
times. This was calculated as follows:

The twenty-five 6-¢-6 Pentode tubes in
the high sensitivity amplifier have an
amplification factor of 1,500 and ten 6-
L-6 beam power amplifier tubes in the
power amplifier (a pair of which
mounted plate to plate have a power
output of 34,000 milliwatts) would give
a total available voltage gain of around
twenty- million. Power gain is
approximately the square of this, or four
hundred trillion (125).

At this time, Palmer used the term mental impulse nerve
flow carrier wave. This shows the complete
transformation of the term from the Early History as well
as The Collaborative Phase. Now the mental impulse is
considered a microvolt of energy that travels as a
wavelike current from the brain to the periphery, thus
keeping the organism alive, healthy, and organized. It is
evident how the term evolved because elements of the
earlier definitions remained within it as the later
definitions grew more complex.

Is Adio Electromagnetic?

Based on the experiments in the shielded and
grounded booth and the new terminology such as above-
down-inside-out, it is clear that a new conception of the
mental impulse was developed. This notion of the human
organism as affected by the electromagnetic forces
became very important for Palmer. Graph readings that
were not shielded were inaccurate. The mental impulse
was traced leaving the brain, stopping at the vertebral
subluxation, and then, after a successful adjustment,
traveling to the periphery and then returning to the brain.
Palmer, wrote, “there is a quantity electric potential in
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living bodies, each organ and the total body has a quanity
electric potential...” (126). The idea that the brain is the
“north” and mental impulses travel from there, leaves us
with the notion of the mental impulse as an
electromagnetic phenomenon. Above, down, inside, out.

Becker and The Body Electric

Viewing the mental impulse and, hence, innate
intelligence from this electromagnetic perspective is very
similar to the theories of Becker. Becker conducted his
own research into the electromagentic properties of the
nervous system. He even conducted one experiment that
correlated lightning flashes to the activity of mental
patients. B.J. would be encouraged. The main parts of
Becker’s theories are so similar to The Research Era of
the mental impulse that they warrant a closer look (127).

According to Becker’s research, neuron fibers orient
themselves along a current of flow. Nerve impulses travel
in one direction only. Something seems to polarize the
nerve. Becker suggests that it is a current created by a
magnetic field. The magnetic field is generated by cell
bodies. Direct current (D.C.) fields are upset by magnetic
fields. Based on his research, Becker proposes that the
nervous system is polar by nature. The positive charges
are in the head, brachial plexus, and lumbar plexus. The
negative charges are in the periphery. A diagram of this
model would look very much like the traditional symbol
which represents above-down-inside-out (128).

To Becker, the standard theories about nerve
impulses and information transfer are not enough fo
account for the body’s growth and healing. Becker
expands on these concepts and suggests that there are
actually two nervous systems: a digital system which
acounts for reflexes and motor activity; and an older
analog system, which integrates, heals, and organizes.
Becker proposes that the analog system is more primitive
and functions on a direct current which travels the
perineural structures. The electromagnetic current flows
over the nerve structures, but not as nerve impulses. The
nerve impulses are attributed to the digital system (129).

This is just one model that seems very similar to The
Research Era of the mental impulse. Further exploration
is necessary to examine other models. Now that a clearer
understanding of the history of the mental impulse has
begun, future studies can look into other possible
correlates.

Conclusion

By understanding that the concept “mental impulse”
evolved over time, its various definitions could be
understood in context. In The Early History, the basic
structures of the concepts were laid down by the
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founders. The Collaborative Phase saw a lively exchange
of ideas, which resulted in new definitions and the
clarification of the older models. The Research Era
forwarded the concept through scientific investigation
and far-reaching hypotheses. It is here that the most
advanced theory of the mental impulse was proposed.
There is little written about the electromagnetic nature of
the mental impulse. More research in this area is
warranted.

Now that a history of the mental impulse has begun,
critics and supporters could voice their arguments in

context. This is a very important debate since the mental
impulse lies at the heart of chiropractic as the center of
the vertebral subluxation. History will tell whether the
mental impulse was a useful theory or a scientific fact.
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