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Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS). Full accreditation of SCSC by SACS was achieved in 1984, and on this basis 
(accreditation by an agency recognized by the USDE) Sherman graduates became license-eligible in Minnesota and 
Delaware the following year (Gelardi, unpublished). Florida followed suit in 1986. 

Recognition of SCASA by USDE was continued in 1990. However, SCASA's scope of authority as an accrediting 
agency for chiropractic education was challenged by the CCE. In California the executives of the national membership asso­
ciations and of many CCE-accredited schools testified against SCASA at a public hearing in 1989. These leaders charged 
that SCASA's limited federal recognition as an accrediting body for straight chiropractic education only did not meet the 
requirements of "equivalency" to CCE as a guarantor of quality chiropractic training in California (Cuneo, 1990). The 
Council on Post-secondary Accreditation (COPA), which had recognized the CCE, also lent its weight to the CCE's objec­
tions to SCASA (Cuneo, 1990). 

Sherman College was placed on "probation" by SACS, and USDE notified SCASA in 1992 that, by action of Bennett's 
successor, Secretary Lamar Alexander (Strauss, 1994, p. 279), the agency's status with USDE would be terminated, effective 
4 June 1993 (Gelardi, unpublished). The short life of SCASA was at an end, and graduates of its schools were increasingly 
barred from licensure in various jurisdictions. With enrollments dipping to as low as 122 students, Sherman College's finan­
cial troubles further jeopardized its regional accreditation. Recognition by SACS was lost in 1994. In the meantime, SCSC 
had re-applied to CCE's accrediting commission for recognition on 14 April1993. Inspection of SCSC by CCE's COA was 
conducted in March 1994, and Gelardi and company appeared before the Commission in June. Further reports from the col­
lege to the CCE were submitted in December, and on 26 January 1995, CCE recognized SCSC as an accredited institution. 

The Pennsylvania College of Chiropractic (formerly ADIO Institute) also applied in 1994, albeit unsuccessfully, for 
CCE accreditation. In October 1995, the East Coast school announced plans to close its doors and send its records to 
Sherman College (Pennsylvania, 1995). Joseph B. Strauss, D.C., who succeeded Reggie Gold as president of ADIO Institute 
in 1979 (Joseph, 1979), views the decisions of the SCASA schools to seek CCE accreditation as capitulation, "just as 
Palmer, Life and the Clevelands had done in 1973" (Strauss, 1994, p. 283). "In the minds of many," he suggests, "the 
straight chiropractic movement was finished in the formal education arena." Time will tell. 

Not all straight chiropractors have thrown in the towel. Leonard W. Rutherford, former president of the ICA, now 
heads an organization called the Association for Chiropractic Educational Standards (Rutherford, 1995). Founded circa 
1991, the Association for Chiropractic Educational Standards (ACES) believes that: 

... Chiropractic education and accreditation must be kept within the confines of the legally sound, 
legally defensible definition and scope of practice of chiropractic principles and practice if our pro­
fession is to remain separate and distinct. For education is the molder of the profession 
(Rutherford et al., 1996). 

To accomplish its purpose of maintaining chiropractic as a "separate and distinct" profession by eliminating "mixerism" 
in chiropractic education and practice, the organization seeks to raise $100,000, and has lodged a protest with the U.S. 
Department of Education over the legitimacy of the CCE as an accreditor of professional training in chiropractic. The orga­
nization also notes that "Legal counsel has been retained for litigation directed against the U.S. Department of Education and 
the C.C.E." (Rutherford et al., 1996). The profession's internal legal struggles over chiropractic education, it seems, will not 
end quietly. ; 


